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RELATION 


NAME IN FULL 
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Daniel Breuner ^ 

Sue Bertha greuner 
Daniel Mark Breuner , 
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EDMUND GERALD BROWN 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 
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Pursuant to approved recommendation in memorandum y 
Mr. Rosen to the Director of July 20, 1959 y Liaison contacted^tgc 
W: John A. Waters: 

of the Washington area, AEC, to determine if an investigation •' 
of captioned individual. Governor of California, should be condu 

Initially, (fate rs stated that in the light of the fact' r jd(. 
that Brown, as a member of the Board of Regents at the ffnioe "rf~ 
of California, occupies a position of a high degree of importune 
and sensitivity under the Atomic Energy Act, an FBI Tnueatipation 
llprior to granting him clearance is automatically ,r e5Wired 
11 245 of the Act. He and Lane added that no exceptions or exemptions 
are provided for in the Act. Reference was made ** J 

to Brown's predecessor, Earl Warren, and they stated that AEC 
headquarters records reflect that FBI conducted applicant- type 
investigation on him in connection with the same position on the 
Board of Regents in 1951 when Warren was Governor of California. 

A check of our files on Warren, however, reflected 
the Bureau did not investigate Warren for AEC but rather wrote Wai< ers 
a letter of November 8, 1951, stating that Bureau not , 

reflect any derogatory information regarding Warren s character, ^ 
ill MMOiatM and that no further inquiry would be conducted * 
unless specifically requested by ‘Fatere. When this . J s 

brought to the attention of 'Waters,, he said that he had based 3 

original statement as to our alleged InoMtiJotioj o/Jomii oiiJt 
clearance cards on file at AEC headquarters and that he had no f 
Tpcaiiection of the letter mentioned above. He said that this letter s 
should be on file in the San Francisco AEC office ; that he would \ 

check into the matter further ; that in the meantime we should hold \ ^ 

the AEC request on Brown in abeyance until we hear from Waters. • £ 



ACTION : 



V information. 
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1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmanb 
1 - Liaison Section 
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Liaison will follow with Wafei^ 
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EDMUND GERALD BROWN 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 



DATE: July 20, 1959 
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Mohr 
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Tamm . 
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This is to advise the Atomic Energy Commission ha J 

I requested a background investigation of the above - capti one d individual, 
who is presently the Governor of California. Because of his position as 
a member of the Board of Regents of the University of California, which 
position has been classified as a highly sensitive position by the Atomic ( 
Energy Commission, the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 requires that a full 
investigation be conducted by the Bureau. Governor Brown, as a member 
of the Board of Regents of the University of California, will have access to 
restricted data . 



Tele. Room 

Holloman - - 
Gandy 




Even though the Atomic Energy Act of 1954 requires that a full 
investigation be conducted concerning individuals having a highly sensitive 
position, it is believed that the Director of Security, Atomic Energy Commission, 
should be contacted to determine whether an investigation of Governor Brown 
should be conducted. If the Director of Security, Atomic Energy Commission, 
reaffirms the request for the investigation, it is believed that the investigation 
should be ordered, since it is felt that the Bureau would have no alternative, 
in view of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954. In event the investigation is 

I ordered, it is felt that Governor Brown should be advised of the reason for 
the investigation and the fact it is being conducted at the request of the 
Atomic Energy Commission. 



Bureau files reflect that Governor Brown has never been investigated 
by the FBI. In an article in the San Francisco Examiner, a California 
newspaper under date of 7-16-58, Brown, then Attorney General of 
California, charged the FBI Uniform Crime Reports presented California 
in an ’’unjustifiable and unfavorable light," because of the manner in which 
the statistics were compiled. He subsequently stated the article was not, ' 
in any manner, meant to be derogatory of the "great work" being done by 
the FBI. (62-76249, 62-21610-5-132) 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 







Memorandum to The Director 

Our flies also reflect allegations received In the past Indicating 
he sought the aid of communists and communist infiltrated organizations 
during his political rise. In 1945 he reportedly opposed the deportation 
l/of Harry Bridges, a West Coast labor leader accused of membership in 

1 the Communist Party. (62-76249) 

\ 

On the Personnel Security Questionnaire which he submitted to 
the Atomic Energy Commission for the instant investigation. Brown admits 
past membership in the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) in 1946. An article 
in the San Francisco Chronicle, a California newspaper under date of 
8-9-49, announced Brown had been elected vice president of the San 
Francisco chapter of the NLG. The NLG has been cited as a communist 
front by the House Committee on Un-American Activities. (62-76249) 

RECOMMENDATION ; 

That the investigation of Governor Brown be held in abeyance 

I pending contact with the Director of Security at the Atomic Energy 
Commission by liaison to determine if an investigation of Governor Brown 
should be conducted. 
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SUBJECT: 



EDMUND GERALD BROWN 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 






Belmont _ 
De Loach. 
McGuire _ 
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Rosen _?? 
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My memorandum of July 21, 1959 , reflected that the ^ 
Atomic Energy Commission ( AEC ) had advised us to hold in 



T rotter 

W.C. Sullivan __ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 



its request for an investigation of Brown , Governor of Cal i/o rn ia^-^ 
in connection with his need for AEC clearance as a member of the 
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loaVdT/ Rent's "if rs ity of California. 1*^*'™*'* 

tftat so advised us after being informed by us that whe "f* r f . 

Warren was Governor of California , which automatically carries 
?5 mZbTrship on the Board of Regents , the Bureau did ^t investigate 
Warren for AEC clearance. In the Warren case, clearance by AEC was 
based on a letter from us stating that Bureau files did not re/2eci 
derogatory information on Warren*s character, loyalty, and associates, 
and that no further inquiry would be conducted unless specifically 
requested by AEC. 



On July 24, 1959, AEC Security Director, J ° h * A ' Waters, ¥/ 
said there was nothing new on the Brown situation and that we should^ 
continue to hold the matter in abeyance . On August 12, 1959, the I 
Liaison representative was again in touch with Waters about the Brown 
case. Waters said that there was nothing new ; that he had mentioned 
the problem to the General Manager at AEC; that presumably it was 
still under consideration in the General Manager* s Office; and that 
he. Waters, had not yet followed it up but would now do so. 
said that he would let us know as soon as a decision m the case has 

been reached at AEC. 



ACTIONS 



For information. 
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1 - Mr. Rosen 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 

1 - Mr. Callan ( Attention : Mr. ConnellJ 
l - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Liaison Set 
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12 AUG 14 i^9 
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6 7 AUG 1 9 1959 



August 28', 1959 



EDMUND GERALD BROWN 
Borns April 21, 190$ 

San Franolaoo, California 



In response to your request for the results of 
any investigations conducted oonoerniig the oaptioned 
individual, you are advised that no investigation concerning 
Mr. Brown has been conducted by the FBI* 
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This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of 
the FBI, and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your 
This is in answer to your request for a check of FBI files. 
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Gandy . 
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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 




September 30, 1959 




MEMORANDUM TO: 




Liaison Representative 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, Headquarters 






From: P. F. Gaughran, Deputy Director 

Division of Security 



Subject: 



EDMUl'lD GERALD BROWN, ASC No. CA-15757 



It is requested that the above- entitled case be handled 
in the same manner as the case of Earl Warren, AEC No. BE- 3941. 



//C - **** ^ 7 2 4 > 
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Date: October 6, 1959 

■jo: Atoaic Energy Coaalssion 

From: John Edgar Hoover, Director O' 

Subject: EDMUND GERALD BROWN, / 

Also Known As "Pat” Brown ' 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 

Reference is aade to your letter dated September 30, 
1959. No investigation has been conducted by f 

relative to Edaund Gerald Brown; however, the following infor- 
aation received by this Bure au aay be pertinent to your inquiry. 

The February 13, 1945, issue of the San Francisco 
chronicle." a San Francisco newspaper, reported that Brown, 
then District Attorney, opposed the deportation of 
a west coast labor leader accused of aeabership in the Cossunist 

Party. (62-76249-11, pg 7; 39-915-2560) 

An article appearing in the August 9, 194$, issue of 
the "San Francisco Chronicle" announced that Brown uad been 
elected vice president of the San Francisco Chapter of the 
National Lawyers Guild. The National Lawyers Guild has been 
cited as a coaaunist front by the House Coaaittee on Un-Aaerican 

Activities. (100-7321-879) 

This Bureau is in possession of a letterhead entitled 
"Salute to Young Aaerica Coaaittee , " which was a coaaittee, 
according to the letterhead, to sponsor a second 

dinner of the Aaerican Youth for Deaocracy (AYD) at San Francisco 
This letterhead lists Brown as a aeaber of the Coaaittee in Itor- 
aation. The inforaant who aade the letterhead available to this 
Bureau stated that Brown was being considered by the Coaaunist 
party in San Francisco as a s peaker fo r this coaaittee (no 
further details available) . l 62- vlS?rf r ' L W 

In March, 1946, this Bureau was furnished a copy of A f y 
a letter dated January 10, 1946, written by a veterans group tj- 
- at the University of San Francisco, which criticised Brown for 
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Atonic Energy Commission 



permitting his name to be listed as a sponsor of a banquet 
November 10, 1945, at the St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, in 
honor of the AYD. In reply, Brown by letter dated February 1, 
1946, stated that he knew that the Young Communist League (YCL) 
or some similar organization bad participated in the formation 
of the AYdT He thin called an official of the AYD to determine 
if it was communistic in either origin or intent. According to 
Broin, the ofiiciel advised hi. that the *T» not in any 

manner, shape or fora communistic although some members °* V 1 ® 
Young Communist League had at one time belonged." Brown added, 
'*1 have refused at all times to become a sponsor of any organi- 
zation or any meeting until 1 first investigated its background. 
The AYD and the YCL have been designated by the Attorney General 
of the United States pursuant to EO 10450. (62-76249-13) 

The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, U. S. Army 
has advised this Bureau that on June 14, 1946, tha 110 
for Democracy sponsored a public meeting at the Olympic Audit - 
rium in Los Angeles, California, at which Brown spoke- The 
Mobilization for Democracy has been cited as one of the key 
communist fronts in California," by the ^**°™** o°5? ltt * e 
on Un-American Activities, Report 1947. (100-343748-9) 

Brown advised this Bureau on July 5, 1956, that he 
was opposed to any provision giving the individual states the 
right to prosecute subversives. He felt that they wore 
incapable and inadequately equipped to handle such a job. He 
added, "I assure you that I recognize the menace of subversive 
activities and I desire to do all in my power to aid and assist 
ou as well as other security agencies of our Government. 
62-76249-32) 

The foregoing Information is furnished to you as 
result of your request for an FBI file check and is not to 
construed as a clearance or nonclearance of the individual 
Involved. This information is furnished for your use and 
should not be disseminated outside of your agency. 
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yGK: 



EDMUND GERALD BROWN 

Also known as "Pat” Brown 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 
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Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) requests name check in liei 
jinvestigation of Edmund Gerald "PatJB>firown, Governor of California, who 
j is under consideration for AEC clearSmce as Regent of the University of 
California. AEC is being advised in proposed letter FBI has never inves- 
tigated Brown. Letter points out in 1945, according to San Francisco 
Chronicle, Brown opposed deportation of Harry Bridges, west coast labor 
leader, accused of membership in Communist Party (CP) ; in 1940 same 
source stated Brown elected vice president, San Francisco chapter National 
Lawyers Guild, which is cited as communist front; in 1945 his name appearec 
on letterhead entitled "Salute to Young America Committee , " a committee 
sponsoring 2nd anniversary dinner for American Youth for Democracy (AYD) , 
cited by Attorney General (AG) under E.O. 10450; when criticized by 
veterans group for allowing name to be listed Brown disclaimed knowledge 
AYD was communistic; in 1946 he spoke at public meeting sponsored by 
Mobilization - for Democracy, cited as communist front; in 1946 Brown 
stated he opposed states prosecuting subversives and pledged his coopera- 
tion to FBI and other accredited agencies in prosecuting subversives. 

Above information can be substantiated. 




;ial sources, some hearsay, 
and information received years ago during Brown’s political * rise re- 
flecting his attempts to use communists and their attempts- to use him. 

If disseminated to AEC and Brown's clearance held up he would be furnished 
statement of charges by AEC. Our so: roes could hot -be divulged and if 
divulged could not be substantiated. ***■$/ ( v—z'LyL M 

During the period 1939 to 1948 Brown was v ^^f/Srt e d to ‘ 
have assisted communists in legal matters; solicitedBflnd03fe«2Sii®fl 
political assistance from communists and communist organizations; listed 
as member of advisory committee for Daily; Peoples Woi*±d 7 " west coast 
communist newspaper; close personal friend of a known communist and 
reportedly willing to endorse the California Labor School, cited by AG 
under E.O. 10450. In 1943 when advised by a CP member the National 
Lav/yers Guild (NLG) was giving a luncheon for Brown, latter reportedly 
stated, "in my heart I agree with you people, but I sometimes differ with 
your method^" He was listed as a ’donor," in 1948, to the Joint Anti- 

Enclosure jj- 
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Memorandum to The Dir 
Re: Edmund Gerald Brown 

Facist Refugee Committee, cited by AG under E.O. 10450. In 1954 he 
rpnortedlv agreed to discuss death sentence of Negro, m California, 

a deL|S!on IroS local Civil Rights Congress (CRC) because of votes 
controlled by delegation. CRC cited by AG under E.O. 10450. 

RECOMMENDATION : 



That the attached letter be transmitted to AEC through liaison 

9 ' ]/ 



channels . ./>>•' 





DETAILS: 

Under the provisions of the Atomic Energy. Act of 1954, the 
Atomic Energy Commission (AEC) on 7/13/59 requested an investigation of 
Fdmund Gerald Brown, aka "Pat;* the present Governor of the State of 
California. The investigation was requested because Brown, as Governor, 
is a member of the Board of Regents of the University of California, 
and as such would have access to restricted data within the meaning of 
Atomic Energy Act because the University oi Caliiornia has Atomic 

Energy contracts . 

We have never investigated Brown. It was pointed out to AEC 
through liaison that Brown is the present Governor and has been for over 
six months, and that when Earl Warren was Governor, AEC accepted the 
results of a file search rather than an investigation. Brown is also 
Drominently mentioned as a candidate for the Democratic nomination ior 
the Presidency in 1960. AEC asked us to hold the request for an investi- 
gation in abeyance and on 9/30/59 requested that the Brown case be handled 
in the same manner as the Earl Warren case. 




TTirrouse that cer ia ih~~r tems be furnished to AEC in order that it can reach 
a decision as to whether Brown should be granted an AEC clearance. 

The attached suggested letter to AEC contains the following 
information disseminated to CIA in 1957 which can be substantiated from 
public sources or other material . 

The February 13, 1945, issue of the "San Francisco Chronicle,” 
a San Francisco newspaper, reported that Brown, then District Attorney, 
opposed the deportation of Harry Bridges, a west 7) and \ 
accused of membership in the Communist Party. (62-76249-11, pg. 7) and 

(39-915-2560) 
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Re: Edmund Gerald Brown 

An article appearing in the 8/9/45 issue of the "San Francisco 
Chronicle" announced that Brown had been elected vice president of the 
San Francisco Chapter of the National Lawyers Guild (NLG) . The NLG has 
been cited as a communist front by the House Committee on Un-American 1 
Activities. (100-7321-879) 



This Bureau is in possession of a letterhead entitled "Salute I 
to Young America Committee," which was a committee, according to the ! 

letterhead, to sponsor a second anniversary dinner of the American Youth j 
for Democracy (AYD) at San Francisco . This letterhead lists Brown as 
a member of the Committee in Formation. The informant who made the j 

letterhead available to this Bureau stated that Brown was being considered 
by the Communist Party (CP) in San Franciscans a speaker for this com— 
mittee (no further details available) . 62-76249-19) ^ 

\oT2-/ P 

In 3/46, this Bureau was furnished a copy of a letter dated 
1/10/46, written by a veterans group at the University of San Francisco, j 
which criticized Brown for permitting his name to be listed as a sponsor j 
of a banquet on 11/10/45, at the St. Francis Hotel, San Francisco, in j 

honor of the AYD. In reply, Brown by letter dated 2/1/46 stated that 
he knew that the Young Communist League (YCL) or some similar organization 
had participated in the formation of the AYD. He then called an official j 
of the AYD to determine if it was communistic in either origin or intent, j 
According to Brown, the official advised him that the AYD "was not in 
any manner, shape or form communistic although some members of the Young 
Communist League had at one time belonged." Brown added, "I have refused 
at all times to become a sponsor of any organization or any meeting ; 

until I first investigated its background." The AYD and the YCL have 
been designated by the AG of the U. S. pursuant to E.O. 10450. (62— /6249— 1*. 

The Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, U. S. Army, has j 
advised this Bureau that on 6/14/46, the Mobilization for Democracy 
sponsored a public meeting at the Olympic Auditorium in Los Angeles, \ 

California, at which Brown spoke. The Mobilization for Democracy has i 

been cited as one of the "key communist fronts in California," by the 
California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report 1947. (100-343748-9) 

Brown advised this Bureau on 7/5/56 that he was opposed to any 
provision giving the individual stages the right to prosecute subversives i 
He felt that they were incapable and inadequately equipped to handle such > 
a job. He added, "I assure you that I recognize the menace of subversive \ 
activities and I desire to do all in my power to aid and assist you as 
well as other security agencies of our Government." (62-76249-32) 



seminated 
inf ormatio 



Tt is not believed the following information should be dis- 

time to AEC because while it constitutes intelligence^ 

aTtes for the most part to "fringe" activity on h) 
the part of BroAJfh many years ago; namely, the efforts of the communists 
to use Brown for their purposes and to enlist his aid on behalf of 




Memorandum to The Director 
He: Edmund Gerald Brown 

communist causes and communist * n ^ 0 Munists and^frora communist 

support of his political endeavors iron ®^“ dentla i sources, in 
fronts. It has been obtained from Ind some are hearsay. If 

some instances quoting Brovn s o + Xurnish him a statement 

AEC denies Brown a clearance it will ««»«;- i“"‘i; urces of this infer- 
of charges and bacK tue “ use ln an y resulting hearing, cannot 

be^divulged^ aSd ShUe reliable for intelligence purposes, cannot be 
sSbsSnii^id even if they could he divulged: 

The names of Edmund Gerald Brown and dated 

were contained in an anonymou all g 0 . ed that they had actively 
3/1/39, received by ^ hl ® ^ 3 !^ i r a nC isco! California, area in their 
leSif?roSbles niS io further details are available in this matter. 
(62-76249-11, pg . 5) 

-SSW'SEVS 

— 

ga M,l^fhan^^;a ;mf Tlton. - A J - UR - 

(Tesur , 62—76249—19) 




On 12/10/43; 



an ’informant advised this Bureau that — ■ - 

TcoUtacted Browtf^nd advised, hu^g^ae 

fcfcWS-.pianI« S : ^l^J^t'ed^tat^h my°hea?? I^iSKith 

■ discussed the Guild a ” d Brown stated that l y^^ ,, ^ NL( _ has 

? SSS as'a'cSrunIsrfronf by fhe Souse Committee on Un-Amerrcan 

‘ Activities. (Tesur, 62-76249-19) 

A n informant advised this Bureau -B/11^4, ~ 
a close personal xnend 0 of the California Labor School. 

^ ge esignate: I by tne AG of the „. 3. 

. pursuant to E.O. 10450. (Tesur, 62-76249-19) 

An in formant has advised * a J%®“JjJ|t e “’to Sbtai^piblicity 

icH? torne^Edmund ' ‘ 

an'’hntiadministration'' 1 ^organizatioh S ih n san 1 ffrancisco. CeB-veBna-ii, Pg 3, 

A highly confidential -“^iS^rfm^ht^lpfrtrsr" “ 
12/44, an unknown man had oeen cont 8P ± | abor school was domi - 

Francisco and informing tnem that «e “Ufo^ m ^ 

nated by communists. Tms source 



4 



G 



fT' 



Memorandum to The Director 
Re: Edmund Gerald Brown 

"an old-time communist," called on District 
Attorney Edmund Brown and after a long c hat was allegedly assured that 
Brown would give the school and "clean bill of sale to any- 

body in town." (Tesur, 62-76249-^^/pgV &) 



In 9/44, an informant reported that t — - — ■=- 

the California Labor School, contacted Brov/n and asked fo*^ 
a contribution. Brown replied that he was unable to contribute at that 
time but would allow the school to state that ne, Brown, approved and 
endorsed the school. (Tesur, 62-76249-19) 

j n 1 / 45 , an informant made available a list of names prepared 
at the California State Communist Party headquarters at San Francisco. ^ 

The list was captioned "Names for ’People's World Advisory Committee. 
Brown's name was included in this list along with other public, union 
and clergy officials. The "People’s World," also knowj^Mjne Daily 
People's World," is a west coast communist newspaper. 

62-76249-19) b7_P 

An informant has furnished information to this Bureau indicating 
described above, during a political discussion at 
a meetS^o^th^^ate Board of the Communist Party of California (of 
which he is a member) held on 3/23/46, at San Francisco, stated that 
Brown, then a candidate for the office of State Attorney General, had 
called upon nim and wanted him to help write a couple of speecnes 
(no further details available). (Tesur, 100-33425-91) 

According to an informant, a meeting of the Whitney Club, 
Communist Political Association, Alameda County, California, was held 
on 5/2/46, at Oakland, California. According to the informant, the 
membe r f_we re instructed to vote for Brown for State Attorney General. 

' ' 100-359035-1) 



0 '2_.\o' 7 0 iu 10/46, an informant advised this Bureau that tne Hollywood 
Independent Citizens Committee of the Arts, Sciences and Professions 
(HICCA3P) was devoting its main efforts toward the 11/46 elections and 
was going to intensively support a number of candidates, including 
Edmund G. Brown, who was running for State Attorney General. The 
IIICCASP is an affiliate of the Independent Citizens Committee of tne 
Arts, Sciences and Professions, which is cited as a communist fiont by 
the Congressional Committee on Un-American Activities. (100-lo3754-lo6) 

According to a highly confidential source, the name of 
Edmund G. Brown, 460 Magellan Avenue, San Francisco, appeared in the 
indices of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, San Francisco, a-» ? 
of 3/17/48. According to the informant, this file is labeled 'Donors, 
and purports to reflect the names of individuals who nave contributed l to 
the organization or who can be influenced to contribute money. Tne Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been designated by the AG ox tl e 
pursuant to E.C. 10450. (100-7061-1753) 



- 5 - 





Memorandum to The Director 
Re : Edmund Gerald Brown 



• An informant advised this- g- l{%{f 

executive board meetin<,'-yjL tne > as J ® jf n ia- iifwa S stated' that a 

held ’thie- previous day at Oak an £ al f ’ contacted Brown regarding , 

delegation of individuals which the CBCW extremely - 

'*1 il^ le ?,f?K r is a' ^Negro !ife!?«mer It San Quentin Penitentiary 
avtive. (We 3/54 for assaulting a prison guard.) Brov/n 

reportedly^sked tSe delegation if ^implications in 
soL t da^ tl 3?own°reportedly agreed to niect I^r ^ 

dfsiSaied^brtnrA^o^L^^st^ur^ant llt.O. 104*0. <100-3-72-1061) 
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5/6/60 



CODE 



RADIOGRAM 



URGENT 



TO SAC SAB FRANCISCO (116-52286) PERSONAL ATTENTION 

FROM DIRECTOR FBI (116-442786) 

OBRALD BROWN, AKA PAT BHOWN.AEAA. REBULET JOLT FOURTEEN , 

FIFTIHINB. CHAIRMAN JOHN A. MC CONK OF THE ATOMIC ENEHGY 
COMMISSION PARES ABC END PARKS HAS REQUESTED THAT THE BUREAU 
CONDUCT AN INVESTIGATION OF ABOVE HYPHEN CAPTIONED INDIVIDUAL 
WHO IS THE GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA. IMMEDIATELY CONTACT GOVERNOR 
MORN AND ADVISE HIM THATyTHIS BUREAU IS INITIATING AN 
INVESTIGATION OF HIM AT Tri^JEGUSST OF CHAIRMAN HC CONE OF ABC 
INASMUCH AS HE, BROWN. AS A HEMBER OF THE BOARD OF REGENTS OF 

the university at California will rave access to arc restricted 
DATA AND WILL REQUIRE CLEARANCE FROM ABC. THE INQUIRY OF | j 

GOVERNOR: BROEN SHOULD be limited TO A DISCREET HUMBER OF Jf 

INTERVIEWS AND NECESSARY AGENCY CHECKS. HO NEIGHBORHOOD 'T J 

investigation" should be conducted. PERSONS INTERVIEWED SHOULD 
BE SPECIFICALLY ADVISED THAT THE INVESTIGATION OF GOVERNOR BBOWN 
IS BEING CONDUCTED AT THE BEQUEST Of ABC. WASHIN^ FIEW,^ \ 
SHOULD CONDUCT NECESSAHY AGENCY CHECKS. IHVKSTIGATI WJHMW) 
-CONDUCTED BY NATURE EXPERIENCED SAS AND IT IS IMPERATIVE TBAT^ 



REPORTS 3EaCH BUREAU BY MAY EIGHTEEN, NEXT, WITTOUT FAIL., 

kAly -a .—I i -*™-'* 5 * 



—^ramBEPOBTS .lEA' 

(bcs).4,^'/^ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSGN 

MR. PARSONS 

^ e MR. BELMONT 

L-i fSZ At P 3,<?o LO /J 

Honorable John A. McCone, Chairman of the Atomic £i _ 
C ommission, called to diacuaa a problem with me. He stated that_Pal.Br.Qwn, 
Governor of California is Chairman of the Board of Regents of the University 
of California, which University handles several of the projects for the Atomic 
En ergy Commission at Livermore and Los Alamos, an d, of cour@e, the 
Regents have access to many of these operations and use the laboratories to 
their programs. He stated that Pat Brown has never been gi ven a 
Q clearance ' which involves a routine Chech which this Bureau makes. 

Mr. McCone stated that our^cgJ>g£jMi^ thaUiU m* instate* 3S. 
jdid not like to make suc h a check because of the individual s poeitio^^hich._he_ - , 
understood would^ a little awkward especfillyln maklng inquiries of his 
acquaintances and associates. On the other hand he stated the Commission can 
, issue a clearance without such n check, however, they have not made a practice 
of doing this. He wondered if I could In some way arrange to have axheck made 
o*whictt5e could base action for a clearance, since he did not care to make an 
i exception? I told him I was not aware that we were reluctant to do this check 
I w oS fd have this taken care of Immediately to see what can be done. 

Sec 



o> 



Very truly yours, 

j/ J. o. /A 

0 John £dgar Hoover 
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cc -Mr. Ingram 



Mohr r \ 

Parsons j±- 5f k* \ * / 
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5/6/60 




AIBTEL 



To SACS, San Francisco (116-52286) (Enclosure) 
waahincrton Field (Enclosure) 



From Director, FBI (116-442786) 

BDMUND GERALD BROWN , AKA PAT BBOWN, AEAA. 

ReBulet dated 7/14/59, and radiogram this date. 
Closed for your information is a copy of a letter 

individual. 

include in y«ux sports. ■H.'gSTS'^S'SiS. 

in enclosed letter th * t M _ oertlmnt infomatlon 

Al«, include J" A?? Jtoer infor-tion 

-* ^°s*iiS n in r ^ S'Sc^t 

SS^W^ein^uSer ndninl.tr.tlv. dntn in your report. 
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TELETYPE UNIT □ 





I ■ • 



( / 1 Mr. To'ison — . 

, j/ Mr. Mohr - , 

j Mr. Parsons.!! ^ 

Mr. Belmont ; 

* * Mr, CV/ahan *: 



,-rVpe 

t c v,.c * 



1/ 



URGENT 



5-11-50 



2-43 



PM PDST LCM 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



■A'wg-D !■■*£»:: — j 

Mr. Mnivr.? | 

Mr. j 

Mr. RosenVjt^ — ; 

; Mr. T;im:n 

*1 Mr. Tv . .? — ; 
j Mr. :*i:van 

? Tele. R,on . , 

5 Mr. • 

6 Mi 3 s Gandy 









FROM SAC, SAN FRANCISCO /1 16-52285/ IP M? V v \ 

. c • . y /V / f * *9pp/' * A ^ * r 

EDMUND GERALD BROWN, AKA. PAT BROWN, -AEAArl BUFILE ONE SIXTEEN DASH 

FOUR FOUR TWO SEVEN EIGHT SIX. REBURAD MAY SIX, SIXTY. 

INTERVIEWED THIS DATE REG- 
ARDING GOVERNOR BROWN. COMMENTS REGARDING BROWN FAVORABLE. 

HE SAID -HE UNDERSTOOD THAT THIS INVESTIGATION WAS INITIATED. AT THE 

->V C om\%* ZS/irt 

REQUEST OF AE^, HOWEVER, HE DID NOT FEEL THAT THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF 

THE STATE SHOULD BE SUBJECTED TO THIS TYPE OF INVESTIGATION, THAT THESE 

INVESTIGATIONS ARE BENEATH THE DIGNITY OF THE FBI AND HE FEELS- THE 

FBI HAS MORE IMPORTANT WORK TO DO. HE COMPLIMENTED THE BUREAU FOR ITS 

CONDUCT IN SUCH INVESTIGATIONS BUT FELT THAT THE MONEY AND MAN HOURS 

PURSUING SUCH INVESTIGATIONS WERE WASTED. HE SPECIFICALLY ASKED THAT 

HIS COMMENTS BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE DIRECTOR. AIRTEL 

OF COMPLETE DETAIL FOLLOWS. j | l? — /A 3 ^ 

■ NOT RECORD^T M$A ' 

END AND ACK PLS. J IS MAY 13 i960 \ /Q f .K 

WA 5-46 PM OK FBI WA RAM j - 

TU DISC PLS 



OF COMPLETE DETAIL FOLLOWS. 









3>tionai form no. io 

UNITED STATES GOV.' IMENT 

Memorandum 

to Mr. Parsons date: 

from Mr. 

subject: EDMUND GERALD BROWN, AKA 

pat' Brown 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 




May 6, 



f 



1960 





i 

i 

> 



Tolson 




Tan&i , 

f Trotter . 



W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 




\ 




Pursuant to the request made by Honorable John A. McCone, 
Chairman of the Atomic Energy Commission, on 5/5/60, for an investi- 
gation of Governor Brown of California, the San Francisco Office is ,y 
being instructed to contact Governor Brown immediately and advise , yH / ; 
him that the FBI is initiating such an investigation of him at thel •' >1 
request of Chairman McCone inasmuch as he, Brown, as a member of H 
the Board of Regents of the University of California will require 
access to restricted data and a clearance from the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 



The San Francisco Division is also being instructed to 
initiate such investigation immediately; however, its inquiry should 
be limited to a discreet number of interviews and necessary agency 
checks. No neighborhood inquiry will be conducted. Persons being 
interviewed will be specifically advised the investigation is being 
conducted at the request of the Atomic Energy Commission. 



The Washington Field Office is also being instructed to 
conduct necessary agency checks. 



With reference to the statement made by Chairman McCone 
that our office had advised him that in this instance we did not 
like to make such a check because of the individuals position 
these are the facts: 



Memorandum dated July 20, 1959, (attachment #1) sets forih/ 
atomic Energy Commission had, at that time, requested 
background investigation of Governor Brown. Since the request for the 



investigation was received directly from the San Francisco area 
operations office of the Atomic Energy Commission it was recommended 
that the Director of Security, Atomic Energy Commission, be contacted 

through liaison to determine if -' u ~ * — ** — ~' e — 1 J 

conducted. rv 

V‘v K /, 



uumit AJiiCA Ky vummjLoaxuii, uc cuiuaiicu 

the investigation of Brown should be » 

»--v. /,/ -!i 

/ ' 



EMH:JFC:jpr:mm7/. ‘ 
-9- 

Enclosures (5) 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Liaison Section 
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Memorandum for Mr. Parsons 
RE: EDMUND GERALD BROWN 



Memorandum to Mr* Belmont dated July 21, 1959, 
(attachment #2) advised that during the discussion between our 
liaison representative and the Director of Security, Atomic Energy 
Commission, Washington, D. C., the latter stated that the FBI had 
previously conducted a similar investigation on Brown's predecessor, 
Earl Warren, when the latter was Governor of California. It was 
pointed out to the Director of Security that we had not conducted 
such an investigation of Governor Warren but had furnished the 
Atomic Energy Commission with a letter reflecting the results of a 
file check on Warren. The Director of Security advised that 
he would check into the matter further and that in the meantime the 
Bureau should hold the request for an investigation of Brown in 
abeyance. 



By memorandum dated September 30, 1959, (attachment #3) 
the Division of Security, Atomic Energy Commission, Washington, 

D. C., requested that the matter concerning Governor Brown be 
handled in the same manner as we had previously handled its request 
on Governor Warren, i.e., a file check only. 

Memorandum dated October 5, 1959, (attachment #4) sets 
forth a summary of the information appearing in Bureau files 
concerning Governor Brown and pursuant to the recommendation in 
the memorandum information believed to be pertinent to 
Atomic Energy Commission's inquiry was furnished to them by 
letter dated October 6, 1959, (attachment #$. 



RECOMMENDATION : 



None. 




For information. 
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Bureau, at request 

oFWhlte House, — . — 

the Co ^ n Usl ^Sonen^ 0 uT^ 8 - 
ability to 

SS o^bS habits M social k nature 
SS^on occasions, sllghtty excessive. 

Bureau files disclose ^^• ict ( ^ e in^CiUze 118 

*as: 

part of 1940; however, res *^^ c ^<^ communist 




OPTIONAL FORM no. 10 



UNITED STATES GOV. ,%'MENT 

Memorandum 



Qj' 



Parsons — 
** Belmont Jk 
/Callahan _ 

ofr«esw- 



MR. A. H. BALMONT 



ViL 



i: May 10, 1960 

1-Mr. Parsons 
1-Mr. Belmont 
1-Mr. Rosen 
1-Mr. Callan 



jiTr otter — 

I W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room __ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



subject: EDMUND GERALD BRONX, aka. 

PAT^BRONN 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT jpg^ 

Enclosed memorandum Rosen to Parsons, 576 - 60 , reflects U 

investigation initiated on Brown, Governor of California, as basis foi' 
Atomic Energy Commission (A EC) clearance action, pursuant t 5-5- 
request of A EC Chairman John A. McCone to Director. J1 ® m ?£^um also 
sets out earlier facts in matter in view of McCone s statement that e 
had advised him we did not like to make such a check because of the 
individual's position. Director approved Mr. Tolson s suggestion 
Liaison straighten McCone out on this. [^“7 C. 

On 5-9-60 SA Liaison Section, informed McCone 

of facts in enclosed memorandum, i.e., that when we received original 
request for Brown investigation in July, 1959, directly from A^C, San 
Francisco, it was brought to attention of AEC Security Division at 
headquarters to determine if investigation should be conducted, that 
when we pointed out Earl Warren, Brown's predecessor as Governor and 
Chairman of Board of Regents of University of California, had not been 
subject of investigation, but ABC clearance action then was based on 
letter setting forth Bureau file check results, AEC Security told us 
to hold Brown request in abeyance while they checked further; and that 
by memorandum of 9-30-59 AEC Security requested we handle Brown matter 
in same manner as Warren case, i.e., file check only, which was done by 
our memorandum to AEC 10-6-59. McCone was further informed that we hid 
not stated we were reluctant to conduct Brown investigation. 

McCone said that he appreciated being advised as outlined j 

| above and that his remark was probably based on misinformation. He v 

added important thing is that investigation is now in progress, as 
he was also informed. He said he is very grateful for Bureau aasistance 

regarding Brown. * IBS, 

ACTION: I 



Enclosed for approval is letter to McCone in reply to his 
5-6-60 letter, confirming that expedite investigatiorMA*fl8nW0 has 
been initiated for AEC. ,jj^ ^ i Qm 

Snclosures^_fl_>_.<_^T \/ v r )A' ; ^ JU 
JMF:mtb/sal (7) , * T 
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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 



A 

\ 



May 6, 1960 






Kz- 'V 

M 



OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN 



PERS ONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 






* 1 . 



/ 



Confirming my telephone discussion with you on 
May 5, I understand that you will undertake the background 
' investigation of Governor E dmund Jjj^Bro wn^ of California. 
This is, of course, necessary to permit the Atomic Energy 
Commission to make the required findings to grant Governor 
Brown a clearance. [rf?C 

You are aware that Governor Brown in the perfor- 
mance of his duties as a Trustee of the University of 
California needs to have access to restricted data of the 
most sensitive type. Trustees of the University in their 
capacity as members of the governing body of the University, 
which is the operating contractor of the Commission s 
weapons laboratories, are naturally called upon to make 
many decisions; and these decisions must, of course, be 
based on complete information about all of the activities 
of the University. 

We will sincerely appreciate the assistance of the 
Bureau in this matter. 

Sincerely yours. 







f' 
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; V * 



A * McCone 



«BT; J- 
O. Ai, 

O' 



The Honorable J , Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington , D . C . 



) r ° iii 



24 




may 6 





// 




Honorable John A* McCone 
Chairman 

Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear 'Mr. McCone: 




\nc 



•" V~ ' Reference is made to your telephone cal It o^ 

on Mhy 5, 1960, and your letter of May 6, 1960 , concern- 
ing your^request for background investigation of Governor 
Edmu§ <f/ Brown of California, in order that the Atomic 
Energy Commission may make required findings to grant 
Governor Brown ft clenrnnce* 






As you were informed by Special Agent — 

this Bureau on May 9, 1960, the desired nj 
investigation has been initiated on an expedite basisp 
The Atomic Energy Commission will be furnished the refcnl^S^ 

This will also conf irm 

referring you to this Bureau’s memorandum Jobe*? 6, .1959, 

setting, forth information resulting from a check of^ur^files 
pursuant to letter from the Atomic Bnergy Commission dated 
September 30, 1959. As indicated in the last-mentioned 
communication, the Atomic Energy Commission wqujstjJ ' 
the Brown matter be handled in the same manner as that regard 
ing Earl Warren, Brown's predecessor as Governor of California. 

You may be assured of this Bureau's continued 
willingness to cooperate in all matters of mutual interes . 






V 



Sincerely yours. 



See mem 
aka. Pa 




_ to Belmont, 5-10-60, re Edmund Ger g^fl. 
Atomic Energy Act - Applicant, Jl!F:mtb. 
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MAIL ROOM I 1 TELETYPE UNIT 1ZD 
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5/9/to 



AXRTEL 



airmail 









/ 



r 



TO, SAC, LOS AKSEISS 

jrCM, SAC, SAH mNDlSCO (116-52286) 

SUBJECT* BEMUND GERALD HM*N, aka, 

"Fat" Broun 

AEAA 

advised that chairman ^ Bureau conduct an 3 jw 

SSseion (ABC), tea of Califor^a, 

vestigatioa of EBflJUD GTRjkD of the Board of Regents 

inaaauch as Governor ^ yni have access to AEG 

of tha University f ^^^£e^e»ance ftoa ABC. The 

restricted data ma ® shou:W £L 
Bureau instructed that thelJDQ interviews and necessary agency 
lisdted to a discreet nwnbw of should be conducted, 

checks. No that th * 

Persons Interfiled sho^ besiecuic^ at the re- 

jaeestigatico of I instructed that iuwstfcation 
quest of he. 5^L£ie£ed S»S end it is uni«ra- 

‘^leM^rSSV 5AS/60, aitbcut fail. 

By airteldited 5/6/60, tfSc, T^ 

Bureau enclosed a copy of » 1® information furnished ttr>AK 

IS* 19/6/59, ■ this letter is en- 

<*«iceming Governor HtowN. * P*'* 
closed herewith to Los Angeles* 

Bureau airtel to San Francisco dated 5/6/60, contains 

the following instruct! 0113 : 



2 t Los Angeles (AM)(REG)(1 ^ci*) 
£1 Bureau (All) (REG ) (ll6-liU27o6) 
Y- 9an Francisco 

BCR/jMp 

(U) M 







NOT RECORDED 

4 MAY U I960 






SP 116-52286 
ECR/jwp 






' "Include in your reports any information appearing in 
enclosed letter that comes from the files of your office. Also 
include in your reports any new pertinent information appearing 
in files of your office. All other information which is not new 
information or that which has not been previously furnished to 
ABC in Bureau letter to ABC dated 10/6/5 9 , should be set forth 
under administrative data in your report". 



LEAD: 




2 




r TOtTHD S*gJ <=0™.^ 

KSStlllliip^PS^ 

ftllfeiffi *5 sS^S'S^i^^Sliit^i^Sf BtSSSIlISS 

- & 4^§ : - 56/j. " ■' 

nn?n (File *&$&&&* 



stjbjbct : viEDMUND GERALD BROWN , CA 

*^^^^X aS ^v^'aka'-' ’:'%’ •?••• •'•'• •• ^•' : --' v -' .':• 

1§®8I8^^ 






Rerep SA 



dated 5/13/60 at/ Washington ,D.C 






-'.V! ,v: - 4 ^ y ; *: v ^( ^.;*5 *'‘f r ‘"-] 






i#® 



■>'■''3'- V "This case will he delinquent . 
D.U of Bur.au jfcaa«M> 5/1S/60 






ailii^^i5r i0 ‘ tl0 “ 

will reach the Bureau: 



R MS$0M> 
V*;#C '■ 



ABC zone designation, e.g., 9?» 6 ; . /, ,:^ 

faction "recommend^ 








4-4 1 (Rev. 1- l U60) 
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URGENT 5-10-60 

DIRECTOR AND SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD 
FRO 01 SAC, SAN FRANCISCO 102101 

EDMUND GERALD BROWN, AKA. AEAA. RE BUREAU AIRTEL TO 
SAN FRANCISCO AND WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE, MAY 6, LAST. 
WASH I NGTON FIELD IS REQUESTED TO INTERVIEW THE FOLLOWING 
INDIVIDUALS 






If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 
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Transmit the following in 

Via AIRTEL 



Date: 5/11/60 

PLAIN TEXT 



(Type in plain text'Or code) 

AIRMAIL 



( Priority or Method of Mailing) 



L 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (116-442786) 

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (116-52286) 

SUBJECT: EDMUND GERALD BROWN, aka. Pat Brown 

AEAA 

ReBurad to San Francisco dated 5/6/60. 





information concerning Gover 
information was favorable 
investigation was conducted 



rnoj^DMmjj^G. ; 

£u^?b^sS^5if i< 



furnished 

BROWN, all of which 
as advised that this 
specific request of the AEC. 



remarked, however, in connection with the 

investigation that "some day the people of California will learn 
of such investigations and will bitterly resent them. It is a 
disgrace that the Chief Executive of the sovereign State of Cali- 
fornia should be subjected to an investigation of this kind. Once 
he is elected, the Government has no right to go behind this unless 
it is for some reason that has developed after his election." He 
stated he had no criticism of the Bureau whatsoever but rather 
complimented the Bureau for the manner and conduct in which it makes 
such investigations. He said, however, that he feels the Bureau 
should decline to accept such cases, and to give thought to avoiding 
them completely. 4|BHpsaid he understood thoroughly that regula- 
tions provided thattneFBI conduct such investigations and that, 
flattering as the demand for such investigations may be, it was his 
opinion that the FBI nevertheless should attempt to avoid the 
imposition of such regulations. 

commented on his friendship and fondness for 

the Director and remarked that he felt such investigations as this 
are beneath the dignity of the FBI andtha^thehigh calling of the 
FBI calls for more important work. stated that it was 

his personal opinion that a request for this type of investigation 
by Chairman JOHN A. McCONE of the AEC was instituted primarily for 
the purpose of relieving McCONE of responsibility and shifting this 
responsibility to the FBI. 



* f 



3^ Bur e au (116 - 4 4 2786) (AM) 



mot rscorcf . 



M 



2 San Franq-isco (116-52286) 

/ y, i (1 .- File 77-7788, 

Approvedy' v 

ent hv 



WJS , RDA : wap , S £S5£ al Agent 
(5) 



..Charge 




5/11/60 





Director, FBI (116-442786) 



_Jnoted that he, himself, had been the subject 

of an investigation a few months ago in spite of the fact that 
he had specifically told former Attorney General BROWNELL and 
Attorney General ROGERS that he would not accept an appointment to 
a committee on international law because it would require 
extensive travel in Europe aid he could not afford the time from 
his present posit ion^m^^^^^^^ He said that he felt 
considerable Bureau , there fore, wasted in this 

futile investigation. aka., Special Inquiry; 

investigation conducted January, 1909; Bufile 77-79858.) 

Since I am personally acquainted with and I 

know his fine reputation, I felt that his comment^shoul^not be 
allowed to sit as is withoi^^dd^ional clarification and, accordingly, 
I made contact with him. stated he wanted to reemphasize 

the fact that he had no criticism whatsoever of the FBI but that 
his criticism was directed primarily at Congress which would pass 
such legislation which thereupon put a responsibility on AEC, which 
subsequently "passed the buck" to the FBI. He said that, to explain 
his remarks that sometime the people will rebel against such 
investigations, he meant that he felt Congress did not give adequate 
consideration to the importance and prestige of the Governor of an 
independent state duly elected by the people. He said that despite 
the fact that such Governorship might be only a temporary situation 
and might have rascals in it, such as Governor LONG of Louisiana 
who undoubtedly was a mentally incompetent, since the man was their 
Governor, he was, in his mind, the most important expression of home 
rule the country has. 



>went on to state he felt the FBI was being 
made the scapegoat of all of the national Government in that we were 
required to spend our time in many piddling matters when we had such 
important work also assigned as our responsibility and to which we 
should give our whole attention. 



I noted to that the Director felt this also was 

true in the constant conferring on us of additional responsibilities 
in Congress after Congress, and that the Director many times had told 
Congressional committees how thinly we were s pread and his desire 
to contain our responsibilities as they are. said 

that he one day looked forward to the opportunity to sit down with 
the Director and "bet that the Director would not only agree with 
this point of view but, in addition, would enlarge upon it." 



I specifically asked that his comments concern- 
ing the involvement of the FBI in this type of investigation be 
brought to the attention of the Director. 
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Airtel 






To: SAC, Washington Field 

From: Director, FBI (116-442768) 

EDMUND GERALD BROW, aka 

Pat Brown - CA 

AEA-A 



ReBu airtel dated 5-6-60. Refer to your file 
105-24305 and your airtel dated 1-27-60. Information in 
enclosure of referenced airtel has already been disseminated 
to other governmental agencies. Include in your report 
information setlforth in enclosure of airtel suitable for 
dissemination to AEC. ( 100 - 363673 - 321 ) 



EtfHtrvb 

( 4 ) 



j/h * ^ V 

' yr RECORDED 

is JUN 1 1960 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Belmont 

Callahan — , — 

DeLoach — 

Malone — - 

McGuire — 

Rosen ■ 

Tamm 

Trotter — 

Ylf.C. Sullivan 

Tel**- Room 

n 




□ 





AIRTEL 



To: SAP, Washington Field 

From: Director, FBI 

EDMUND GERALD BROWN, aka 
Pat Brown - CA 15557 

.AH A- A 

Re San Francisco radiogram dated 5-10-60. 
Investigation requested in referenced radiogram wa Li be 
handled by the Bureau. 
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Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Belmont 

Callahan 

DeLoach 

Malone 

McGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

'andy 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to Mr. Rosqh' 

from G . 



o 



date: 5-12-60 




Tolson 

Mohr 



-^rllnhnn^^: 



MtGuire 
,Rosen 
Tamm . 
Trotter . 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy ■ 



subject: EDMUND GERALD BROWN, aka 

"Pat 1 * Brown 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 

During the current investigation of Governor Edmund 
"Pat" Brown of California for the Atomic Energj^ommission, 

| the San Francisco office has recommended 






^^^^^^^^^^^^o^the^^commervtsconcerrmig 
5overnor""Brown . 

RECOMMENDATIONS:. 

It is recommended that this memorandum be routed to: 

1. Crime Records Division so that a represe 

of that .#vlsi on rcay appropriat f 

4 ' . %.■ 

f ? J -■ 

2. The Domestic Intelligence Division so that a 
reoreserlative of the Liaison Sectl^jy^ong^an^^^Pr^ 
interview with 







ligence Division so xnax a _ « 

ion may conduct an appropriate^ # 

^^JToiweirS!^ 



Y < " v, . , . 

The results of the above-mentioned interviews should 
be furnished to the Special Inquiry Section of the Investigative 
Division. 



1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Liaison Section 
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Report Foriu- 
FD-263 (5*12-55) 

• % 






1 Roportiiig Office 

Stt* SAN FRANCISCO 

1 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

T/16/60 



Office ol Origin 

bureau 



Investigative Period 
5/6/60 - 5/16/60 



title of case 



I 

..‘‘V.-V/i 




EDMUND GERALD BROWN* a ^ a 
pat Brown 

ecu - 1 n/'y 



Synopsis* 



I Jr 






REFERENCES : Bureau teletype to San Francisco, 5/6/60. 

Bureau airtel to San Francisco, 5/6/60. 
j San Francisco airtel to Ws Angeles, 5/9/60. 

y OV san Francisco airtel to Bureau, 5/11/60. 

™ A' San Francisco radiogram to Bureau, 5/10/60. 

Q(i ,\ US san Francisco teletype to Washington Field, 

H M 5/13/60. 

ENCLOSURES TO BUREAU : 

One (1) Photostat of . letterhead entitled "Salute ' 



1 



/ A 

I P 

! 




une v x / * — „ 
to Young America Committee. 

2 cc to 

Atrsic "Energy Coaanission 

ft 



,Z>Z» rod -'S - J> y A 



. V \ - 1 

Hi 

>>j- Appro ve d 

Copies made* 

HI Bureau ( 116-442786 )(Enc,iSX AM- REG 



Do not write in 


■paces below 
; 1 


1 1 




tAh 


' kctifr 



1 - 




Franc isco ( 116-52286 ) 

Jvte-f-S 

6p tu * fy* 

O 'Sfas/CtO 

j ^ ^ j . A . 



~ ,] 

7 £>'**- J> - outside th. agency to wMA loan^L 

*•*'• .mhtih. or«cfc *• ***rnimim*»*~~* 





S' ” 



SF 116-52286 

EOR/Jr 






Pour (4) photostats of mimeographed document captioned 
"For Your Information and Use, " together with •- Photostats 
of envelope in which it was received bearing return address 
Northern California Headquarters, EDMUND Q. (PAT) BROWN. 

Four (4) Photostats of letter of Omicron Epsilon 
dated January 10, 1946. 

Pour (4) Photostats of letter of EDMUND G. BROWN 
dated February 1, 1946. 



INFORMANTS: 

Identity of 
Source 



Date 

Received 



Agent To 
Whom Furnished 



File Number 
Where Located 




\cP c 



5/11/60 



100-27623- A-H-1198 



62-2767-lAl, 10, 11, 12 



First reported here 









Careful consideration has been given to each source 
concealed and T symbols were utilized only in those instances 
where the identity of the source must be concealed. 

was not recontacted in this Investigation 
because it appears he merely furnished documents which had 
been given to him. 



ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 






On May 11 , i960, SA MpHp^vleved the 
files Information contained in these files 

relating to the Applicant was utilized. There was no 
information of pertinence in these files concerning the 
Applicant's immediate relatives. 
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, 4 -r\ t-hf letterhead entitled "salute 

Hef erence is mads t0 In the details. A 

•ho YounR Ajnerica n f 4-v,is letterhead, is 

pSoKt" the San Numerous notations 

enclosed to the Bureau. J^trem/lower' right hand corner 
were^laced^ther^by Bureau personnel. They were: 

^ St. 

u-iv "Nov. 5 19il5 
J ”ASW 

"H- 1198-1 •" 

The other notations were on the ^y°,£p) d H "ndquarters, 
was obtained from the trash at in ’lew of the 

942 Market Street, San rrancis ^^ of lt w „ r . not made 

e^ibi?s 3 to n bi i«ach^d r to the details of this report. 

<0 i__ r tto a has been designated by the 
A ttomey ^rSHTtK SSUi SKtes pursuant to Executive 

Order 10450. interviewed b y telephone 

-w 1 - * 



May 10 > ^ 

at his redTTest. An i 960 , butM|HR 

ll Vnrervl.w him at 11:00 aniuja^^j^ ^ ^^Pm., frjQ 
JMMHH 1 telephoned SA his M ay 11, 

rlquested^ th^interview by telephone. 
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In view ,V>76 

the prom inen ce of 

H — 11^^^ California, ne was not asked to rurnisn a 

signed statement or whether he would be willing to testify 
in any hearing in this matter. iV 

On September 12, 1944, advised that on 

that day District Attorney BROWN gave peimiission to a Person 
soliciting contributions to the California Labor School (CLS) 
to say that he approved and endorsed this School. 



The California Labor School, Inc., 321 Divisadero 
Street, San Francisco, California, has been designated by 
the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450. 



The February 14,' 1945, 
World” ( DPW ) , page 4, column 6, 
"Alameda, SF Demos Back Bridges, 
article read as follows: 



issue of the "Daily People's 
contained an article captioned 
" pertinent parts of this 



"A resolution requesting President Roosevelt 
and Attorney General Francis Biddle to drop 
deportation proceedings against Harry Bridges, 
pacific Coast Longshoremen's Union chief, was 
adopted today by the Alameda County Democratic 
Committee. 



"At the same time it was announced that San 
Francisco District Attorney Edmund Brown has 
added his support to the 'citizenship for Bridges 
drive. Brown termed the deportation order 
against the native born Australian 'as a threat 
to industrial peace ' . " 

The "People ' s World, " formerly known as the "Daily 
People's World" is a West Coast communist newspaper. 

(floW* PfeL .-rv- .-*** 

Reference is made toyffmor^d^^^pev. 

Director to the Atomic Energy Commis^Mw i;; 

1959, enclosed to San Francisco with.spjj^rt^ 

1960. A review of the files of the ahb j 4 4% v:' 'i 
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Indicates that the material referred 1 JJ Pf??|a??o n 2 for 
Daae 2 of this memorandum concerning the Mobilization lor 
Democracy meeting of June 14, 1946, did not come from the 
San Francisco files. 

The following information relating to this meeting 
found in the "Daily People's World" is being brought to th 
Bureau's attention for its information: 

'The June 17, 1946, issue of the "Daily People's 
World " page 3, columns 4-5, contained an article captioned 
"Stop* The Klan, " datelined at Los Angeles, California, on 
June 16? 1946 This article read as follows in its pertinent 

parts : 



"Stop the Ku Klux Klan! 



"This message will go out formally today to city 
and county law enforcement agencies. 

"It was unanimously approved by more than 8000 
persons who attended Friday night's citywide mass meeting 
in Olympic auditorium. 



"Called by the Mobilization for Democracy, the 
meeting asked that laws be enforced against Clansmen Just 
as they would be enforced against suspected Reds if they 
perpetrated acts similar to those charged against the 
hooded order....' 



"San Francisco District Attorney Edmund G. (Pat) 
Brown drew applause when he announced he would call an 
anti-Klan meeting in his city." 



The California Joint Fact-Finding Committee on 

Un-American Activities, Report 19^7, pa S e 3 ^2, and 3 9> 
cited the Mobilization for Democracy as. One of the largest 
and certainly one of the most potentially Potent front ✓ 
organizations created by California Communists since 1945- 
"As an excuse for" its creation, the Communist Party seized 
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sasrsss a 

of the "key Communist fronts in California. 

The October 10. 1946, issue of the " D ?i 1 S n !!??i!d S 
World," page 1, columns 4 - 5 , contained an article datelined 
October 9, 1946, which in its pertinent portions read as 
follows: 

"The Tenney Committee's attempt to smear Edmund G.] 

•Pat* Brown; Democratic candidate for Attorney General fizzled 
out here today about 10 minutes after it started 

"Brown, San Francisco district attorney, told the 
committee that he had promptly investigated what few Ku 
Klux Klan type incidents had occurred in his city. i 

"*I feel that any public official should be quick 
at rooting out bigotry and prejudice,' Brown said positively. 

"Under examination by Richard E. Coombs, commit tee\ 
counsel. Brown refused to condemn the anti-Klan work here of \ 
the Mobilization for Democracy. 

"Brown said he had never seen any reason to 
investigate the California Labor School, which Tenney claims 
is a 'Communist front' in San Francisco. 

"GUILD UPHELD 

"The district attorney upheld the National Lawyers 1 f ^ 
Guild, of which he is a member ' / ' f u y 



A characterization of the National Lawyers' Guild / 
is contained in the appendix of this report. * 

On November 7, 1947, MSP advised that an 
official of the Communist Party at san Francisco, California, 
stated on that day that he had recently congratulated PAT 
BROWN on his election and asked him if he would 1 ^ e „ t0 
renew his subscription to the "Daily People's World. uh 
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official advised that PAT BROWN said "he surely would. " 

In May, 1948, an Anony™™ 1 - 3 sour ce. who has furnished* 
reliable information in the past and who is unavailable for \ 
recontact, advised that at that time a list of names and 
addresses was then maintained in the offices of the Joint 
Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and the Spanish Refugee Appeal 
in San Francisco, California, on 3" by 5" cards labeled j 

"Donors." This informant added that on this list were the / 
following names and addresses: / 



"BrdWJ^^.Mr. and Mrs 
"46Qil|pi&ellan Ave. 
h S^.Jw»ncisco, Calif 



Edmund G. 



"SF District Attorney 

"550 Montgomery St. SF 4." j 

The Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the united States 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. '■ 

In 1948 Former 4BHI (concealed by request) 
advised that the above list was current as of March 17 > 194o , 
and that this list contained names and addresses of all 
individuals who had contributed money to the San Francisco 
Chapters of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee and 
i ts subsid iary group, the Spanish Refugee Appeal. Former 

advised that this list was also used as a mailing 
^Ls^o^the Executive Committees of these organizations. 
Informant added that this list contained the names of 
regular contributors who subscribed to the alm3 and policies 
of the organizations, as well as the names of individuals 
who had been influenced to contribute money without being 
aware of the full scope of the organizations 1 activities. 

California, 

had accesl^T^^iddressograph plates of the " Dally_People 1 s 
World" subscribers. On September 27, 1950,4i^^HSI^^ 
furnished the name and address made from an addressograph 
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plate reflecting that E. G. BROWN, District Attorney, 550 
Montgomery, Eighth Floor, San Francisco, California, was 
then a six month subscriber to the Daily People s World 
whose subscription would expire on November 11, 1950. 



On May 7, 1951, furnished the name and 

address made from an addressograph plate reflecting that 
E G BROWN, District Attorney, 550 Montgomery, Eighth Floor, 
San Francisco, California, was then a six month subscriber 
to the "Daily People's World" whose subscription would 
expire on November 11, 1951. 



On March 8, 1955, advised that she was 
willing to appear at hearings, but that she did not desire 
to furnish a signed statement concerning persons whose 
names appeared on the subscription plates because she did 
not recall the specific data appearing on any of these plate 
and because she could only state she made copies from these 
plates. 
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Page 22 of Section 1 of the "San Francisco Examiner" 

Of the recommended books, pamphlets, and ^i?Yi s J£j e a b25 n 
i i in the bibliography of the above pamphlet have d 

SaSSSrS S-SsHSeEsr 

Saws s^sasyK H S£H! P i^ erlal 

was not incorporated in the details of this rep 

Tn view of the above material set forth on the 

s^suan^°wa , .aK2 B rag2t£«^? , Jg; 

£Ss&. «rs2waw%^ 

report. 

NewsDaDer libraries were not checked in this case 
m »i«w of ^Bureau Instructions that the Inquiry of Governor 
raolS should Se ?lmS?e™to a discreet number, of Interviews 
and necessary agency checks. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 









Copy to: 



Report of: S A 

Do»«i May 16, ISfoCt . 

Field Office File «: ll6r«$)?86 

Title: EDMUND GER^^SrOWN 
CA-15757 




Office, SAN FRANCISCO 
Bureau File is 116-442786 



Character: ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 









& 
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Synoptic 

The 2/13/45 issue of the "San Francisco Chronicle" contained 
an article reflecting that District Attorney EDMUND G. BROVIN 
opposed the deportation of HARRY BRIDGES. The 8/9/45 issue 
A of the same newspaper contained an article reflecting that 
4 BROWN had been elected a Vice president of the San Francisco 
^ Chapter of the National Lawyers' Guild. In November, 1945 > 
furnished a letterhead which listed EDMUND G. BROWN 
as a member of the Committee in Formation to sponsor an 
annive rsar y din ne r for the America n Youth for Democracy. 

stated that he felt 

Governor BROWN was lacki ng i n character, ability. Judgment, 
and integrity. AlJU«^ r _Pe^ s0, 5^interyleji#ed commented 
favorably. Governor BROWN was interviewed at his request 
and explained certain allegations made against him. 



- RUC - 










This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI- It is the property of the FBI and is loane 
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DETAILS : 

AT SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

The February 13, 19*5 issue of the San Francisco Chronicle, 
a daily newspaper in San Francisco, on page 7, 

tained y an article entitled, "BROWN Aids Appeal of HARRY BRIDGES . 
In its pertinent parts this article read as follows: 

"niqfcpict Attorney EDMUND G. BROWN came out against the. , , 
deportation of HARRY BRIDGES, CIO leader, in a statement announced 

yesterday. 

"BROWN in a letter to the Bridges Victory Committee, termed 
the deportation order against the longshoremens' president a 
threat to industrial peace' 

"District Attorney BROWN concluded his letter with the hope 
that 'Mr. BRIDGES will soon be permitted the opportunity of 
becoming a U. S. citizen'.' 

From the time of the original petition for 
naturalization by HARRY RENTON BRIDGES in 1921, until 
ultimate disposition by the court on July 29, 1955, 
series of trials and hearings were held concerning 
Dossible membership in and affiliation with the 
Communist Party on the part of BRIDGES. During the 
course of these trials and. hearings, a second 
tion warrant was issued on February 14, 1941. On June 
12 1941, finding against BRIDGES, the deportation 

warrant was upheld by the United States District Court. 

On January 3, 19*2, the Board of Immigration Appeals 
disapproved the finding of June 12,, 1941. ^On May 20, 

1942, the Attorney General of the United States over- 
rode the Board of immigration Appeals and again ordered 
depoirtation 7 ^d^ting;>the findings of June 12, 194i. 

~ rrr? On Wbruary 87~I9*37 the presiding Judge, in the 



United States District Court, denied a petition for a 
wSt of habeas corpus on the part of BRIDGES. After 
this a later series of trials and hearings, including 
an appearance before the United States Supreme Court, 
occurred. Ultimately, on July 29, 1955, in connection 
with civil denaturalization proceeding, the United 
States District Court found for BRIDGES, the presiding 
Judge concluding that "the government has failed to 
prove allegations. . .as to membership in the Communist 
Party by clear and convincing evidence. 
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The Communist Party, USA,' has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pur- 
suant to Executive Order 10450. 

An article appearing in the August 9, 1945, issue of the 
San Francisco Chronicle, page 9, column 2, announced that 
District Attorney EDMUND G. BROWN had been elected one of the 
five Vice Presidents of the San Francisco Chapter of the 
National Lawyers' Guild. 

A characterization of the National Lawyers’ 

Guild is appended hereto. 

In November, 1945, San Francisco who is unavailable 

for recontact, furnished a letterhead entitled, "Salute to 
Young America Committee", which was a committee, according to 
the letterhead, to sponsor a second anniversary dinner of the 
American Youth for Democracy in San Francisco, California. 

The letterhead listed ED MUND G. BROWN as a member of the 
Committee in Formation. 4HIIBB stated that EDMUND G. BROWN 
was being considered by the Commu nist Par ty in San Francisco 
as a speaker for this committee, furnished no further 

details. 

A copy of the above mentioned letterhead is attached, 
marked "Exhibit D." 

The American Youth for Democracy has been 
designated by the Attorney General of the United 
States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

In March, 1946, San Francisco ^H^advised that in January, 
1946, the Qnicron Epsilon Society, a student veterans society 
at the University of San Francisco, San Francisco, California, 
addressed letters to persons whose names appeared as sponsors 
for the banquet honoring the American Youth for Democracy held 
Saturday, November 10, 1945, at the St. Francis Hotel in San 
Francisco, stating they could not believe they knowingly gave 
their consent to be used in support of the American Youth for 
Democracy and asking them for a written express^n on their 
stand on the American Youth for Democracy. furnished a 

copy of the letter wr^ten to EDMUND G. BROWN which was dated 
January 10, 1946. flHIBalso furnished a photostat of the 
reply of EDMUND G. BROWN dated February 1, 1946, in which he 
stated he knew that the Young Communist League or some similar 
organization had participated in the formation of the American 
Youth for Democracy and that he had called an official of the 
American Youth for Democracy and asked her if it was Communistic 
in either origin or intent. According to BROWN, the official 
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advised him that the American Youth for Democracy "was not in 
any manner, shape or form Communistic although some members of 
the Young Communist League had at one time belonged". BROWN 
added, "I have refused at all times to become a sponsor of any 
organization or any meeting until I first investigated its 
background " . 

A copy of the above letter of the Omicron Epsilon Society 
is attached, marked "Exhibit A". 

A photostat of the above letter of EDMUND G. BROWN is 
attached, marked "Exhibit B". 

The Young Communist League has been designated 
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450 . 



The following investigation was conducted by SA 



On May i 960 , 

advised that he has known Governor BROWN for 2 5 years 
ore and h as had many social contacts with him. 
^l^^m^pbald that he has not always agreed with Governor 
BROWN'S statements nor does he always agree with his expressed 
thinking because of their different political views, but he said 
he has no reservations whatsoever about Governor BROWN'S loyalty 
to the United States. 




^m^H^^^^UBstated he is quite aware of things that 
have beensaK^bout Governor BROWN'S "leanings to the left", 
but he dismisses them as unworthy of comment . He said such 
things gain publicity either by the wishful thinking of the 
"leftists" or fro m deliberate misint erpretation of what Governor 
BROWN would say. out that this is the 

type of thing that confronts nearly everyone who runs for a 
political office. 

MflBistated that Governor BROWN'S social and 
privat^ilf^ar^aDOve question or suspicion;, he knows him to be 
an excellent family man, a good father and a good husband. He 
stated that he has never heard one question of scandal raised in 
connection with Governor BROWN'S life. 
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e^tated P that y the^^e ciosepersonal friends and social 
acquaintances and have been for many years, and hav ® ?°"£ ided 
in^each other consistently on political and other matters. 


































_tated that" he felt Governor 

h R0 ™trLHSi^'ad?Intige S SrthlB n Jh“ac?Sk“lc tha H e P “atld 

^hat hedidnot^elleve Governor BROWN would welcome support 
*r a Lv e k?nd from any CggjUt or left wl^ faction^ ^ r ^ „ 

tMtin the Be 1930s, the" ^ 
'NatlJSfliiipFaSld^SS chapter, was organised by several— 
Souna lawSrs who were interested In obtaining recognition at 
convent ions and* Bar Association meetings. It had been e*c 

^■i^r > r iU *r : J 3 4 -w«+- tjpawtj whn had been a : . . 



T~^K\rbe^ved"th;riS0WN - «hO t had n been a he 

ai»^e™rBRO«^ime rLTrt m the proceed- 
ing^of the National Lawyers Guild. 

also commented on a statement 

attributed to Governor BROWN in behalf of HARRY n^ahor 3 leader 
mfebstated that HARRY BRIDGES, a San Eranclsco labor leader 
« i^mn- boon aroused of being a Communist and wno nas 
who has long . , , •uHt-h "left wing" groups, was being 
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leader on the water.Lront and a strike “^lading 

Governo^BKOWN , objected to tte deportatiM a^to^tiM^in^ ^ 

said^they^f eared E the°strike^and the possible^slowdown^of^cargo 
handling on *JjySJi®i!i?5 t t S2t the deportation objections were, 
war effort. Patriotism even though "left 

wingers^an^their ^al&Ptto^were behind^ the movement. 

i advised that it was brought to his 
attenFron that governor Ullu«^S name^had b -^®^ t b LagSe 

American Y° uth f ° r +!?+o S°that this was done without Governor 
around 1946. He st !^® d + ^! t B R0WN had made a statement to this 



stated that . 

is we] 1 acquainted. 



Lth Governo r BRO WN ant, 

several 

since they however, that 

« suggested ne be J;" .mf^iendiv t^overnor BROWN, because 

d 1 has 1 blamed 1 Qovernor BROWN for the fact 

, or Governoi^and has b +hat®IMi® approached him about 
that he is not. •■•explained that^HP ' »g lMd he could n ot 

running for Atto rney Gen ®* a * a ? d diff Sn^olStical affiliations. 

support ■— 5 e ^ au ®?°L nR^ and protested that on the State 
■■■indicated he blamed BROWN a ?^ 5 stated furthermore, 

l^Tpar tisan , politics^ unimportant . ^ ^■»* ative in his 
that in his ©Pinion ■■■has become x h as become 

views on nearly everything, that ne teexs 

overly scrupulous, 



advised on May 11 1 



le has 



‘d on May 11, ivou ui<u ““Vnnp'S G loval° r 
/ears and he considers him an honest, 1 y 

v - he is willing to accept the edict 

American. . n x California who elected Governor 

of the peopie of the g^iovaitv of such a person is not open to 
BROWN and feels tta * ^ ttat heand Governor BROWN were members 

question. He commented that he and ^ e had always felt G overnor 
of the same political P to k e a "true" Democrat. 

BROWN w as much too conserve a l contacts with Governor BROWN were 
■fenPrtPd^^t^PafpPofessionany be believes Governor 
BrSJn epjoyA a very fine reputation. 

remarked that he felt quite strongly eg^inst.an 

^ £0Ueiei9n 119 

of the State of California., 
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advised that he has 

knowi^ovenio^ROWl^o^ ^ear^nd first became acquai nted 
with him when Governor BROWN 

^^^^H^^Pstated that he and 

fec lded to deliver to Governor 

BROWN San Francisco. stated that he was 

the "go-between 11 in the National Lawyers' Guild between that 
organization and the CIO for whom were doing 

legal work. He stated that it was only natural that he and 
should try to Influence the labor vote In behalf of 
BROWN bec aus e BROWN was favorably looked upon by labor at that 
time. MMFsald that It was not so much a favorable view of 
BROWN but rather a protest against the Incumbent MATT BRADY, 
who has since died and who prosecuted SAM DARCY who was a leader 
In Communist circles in the San Francisco Bay area. He said the 
CIO would have supported anyone against BRADY. 

MBBsaid he has never known G overnor BROWN to be friendly 
with any^left wing” groups. BBBB further stated that Governor 
BROWN was an early member of the National Lawyers' Guild but that 
in the late 1930s so were a great many lawyers in San Francisco 
because it was only through this organization that a young or 
"unknown" lawyer could be heard* However* when "left wing 
elements began to M take over" and attempt to dictate policy, many 
of the more conservative elements resigned. Including BROWN. 

said that subsequent to this, the National Lawyers' Guild 
go^the bad reputation It enjoyed for sometime because of the 
“left wing" elements that obtained and maintained control. 
MM stated he believes that BROWN quit the National Lawyers' 
Qulldin 1941 or 1942. 

stated he, was a member of the Comnxunls^^_ 

Party from 1936 to 1950 and that his former law partner, 

was a membe r of the Communist Party from 193$ to 1950 
and he believes that W& is still a member of the Communist 

Party. 
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^^J^Long and Levi t, Attorneys,; Merchants 
gYAhange" Buildi ng . / on May 11, 19&0 advised that his first 
association with Governor BROWN was hearly 25 years ago when- . 
they wereJboJ^Mfiginning their_int.or^st in politics an<L bo,th ^ 
. yppo a" good»Go veimneht -drgahization^in *San Francisco . 

iHHp stated that they became friendly because he liked Governor 
BROWN'S s t r aight f o rwar^marmei^iid when Go vernor B ROWN became 
Distri ct Attorney, ^ „ . j 



his of 
Genera 



and^^ter^Jher^Go ve rnor^BROWN • was ... e 4.e dt ed Attorney 




ZySX 






_ > a iso nf>-hi»d' that wh en Gove rnor BROWN w as_elected 

^■■^^o^^B^^5uipose""of assisting him in organization. 
^^^^JreSirked that from this it can be seen he thinks very 
h55hly of Governor BROWN and put it in this manner: "A lawyer's 

greatest asset is his reputation and I would stake mine on 
Governor BROWN". 

stated that he is of a different political affiliation 
and ha^different polit’ical views than Governor BROWN and noted 
that things h ave be en said in campaigns concerning BROWN'S 
"leanings". MBP remarked, however, that he knows Governor 
BROWN well enough to state that all' of these statements were 
either false or exaggerated and that he would he,vsr knowingly 
seek help from the "leftists" and would never give them aid 
or comfort. He stated that Governo r BROWN often acts independently 
after getting advice. For example, BflP stated that in the 
CHESSMAN case, the convict who was condemned for these many years. 
Governor BROWN sought his advice and he told_h lm to remain aloof, 
except as the .law required him to act. stated that Governor 

BROWN did not take his advice and the case has put him in 
"continual hot water". 



.. Attorneys at 
he has known and been 



Law,IZRuss Building*/ on May 13, I960 **- — - , 

friendly with Governor BROWN £f or 25 years7and has supported 
Governor BROWN in all of his campaigns. Tie characterized 
Governor BROWN as an honest. God-fearing man of strong character 
and integrity and one wh o would not even think of a disloyal 
thing. former U. S. District 

Judge EDWAR^MURPHY, who i^iowdead, and GovernorBROWJT^ joined 
the National Lawyers* Guild in the late 1930s . stated 

this organization was formed so the rank and file lawyers could 
have a spokesman before the American Bar Association. After a 



met* 



V>i6 



•iifc^'sr^ysKss srs^’stS’s^’pSpj* 

ln'the* West Sd not like it ^^un^they we^gp^^have 
a fight on their han^® 1 " Section to the Superior Bench 
that wraPHf «as 3 m ' and he and Governor BROWN were 

in San Francisco the i^|vj£ if MORPH* resigned from the 

supporting the local CIO would run a candid ate 

National Lawyers' Guild, the local uw mj all 

Igllnst MORPHf So °?SSa > toStWr K^OBPH^Ia^Sfected. 
agreed -they would resign tos resigned ahortiy after Judge 
japgjgg^stated that they all realgnea^ ^ mmoT m(m 

”®^^3liated n uWh 3U National Ldwyerrf Ouild nor did 
^re^hflf^o moe lh th is organization^ , . 

1 * ■ it"' f t.’ ■ rn ' y> rt eavM M O I 



ireet'jm’ 

that-" 



mahy contacts., wl 
sirtci that time e 



mahy contacts., wi ll*Jiia^otn he 'has not conversed with 

sinlce that: time, that both he and 

Governor BROWN °utkdlf tS'he is convinced from 

Governor BROVIN differed P^^^^has had with Governor BROWN, 
the numerous talks ^?^Lv oHo aching th at would 
that he would never knowing y | hg Un ited States. MP 
not te to *. the best ih^-r that Governor BROVIN would ever be 
stated he does not think „ onvthina 1 else that would undermine 

o^tteSt'S tS?ES! ?he“oveiSent of the United States. 

Mpsald ^ v |£22^Somented S on d thrre«n3 publicity 

ssfffSicr 

SSl» K "&£riX£U mTSiiS. oven though. In 

aHilioplSfo?, SI Swi himself politically. 
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Ea dvis ed on May 14,^ 

i960, that he has known governor EDjfK ?? 0WN v, SinC SaIl e 
gus eight or nine years of age and Mt they have had 
■numerable contacts during his life time. He said he 
considers Governor BROWN a close personal friend and 
noted that both aremembers of the same political party. 

He said that they have been in each other s company on 
rnnht less occasions I n social gatherings as well. 
^^^^■^■^■^^■Bstated that he had absolutely no 
Governor BROWN would be pemltted access 
to verv highly classified material and said that it is 
unthlSablfto question his loyalty or devotion to the 
United s tates and it s democratic fora of government. 

'“^“^stated that BROWN* s personal 

’and that he is a good family man. 
stated that he believed it only 
.fair to state, however, that BROWN is inclined to 
equivocate in his language at times, but stated he 

is certain that his decisions are made honestly, sincerely, 
and in good conscience. 

^^^^commented on allegations which 

he stated were maae during Governor BROWN* ^ 
campaign and stated that some of the allegation^dw^^ 
uhon BROWN* s "liberal" tendencies. (HHHHHMHHHHH 
stated that he is aware thfct Governo^BROW^a^one"rime 
was a member of the local chapter of the National Lawyers 
Guild and also noted that he was in very select company 
in his membership, noting that members of the judiciary 
and prominent lawyers were members at the same time. 

He remarked that membership in the National Lawyers Guild 
at that time, 1939 to 1941, was not at all unusual and 
that it was only through this organization that the 
lawyers of the San Francisco Bay area were able to receive 
recognition at the Bar Association Conventions. As soon 
as it became evident that liberal element^jereattemptinj 
to control the National Lawyers* Guild, 

stated that Governor BROWN and countless other attorneys 
deserted the ranks of the National Lawyers* Guild in protest. 
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The followir 
gatlve Clerk j 



In 




tion-was conducted by Invest!- 



CREDIT AND POLICE CHECKS 



bhe San Francisco Retail 




record was 




On May 11 , i960, the files of 
credi t Association were checked by _ 

Piles of this Credit Association, 
found concerning EDMUND GERALD BROWN — 

reflecting that they had a favorable credit rating. 'Biere 
was nothing in the files of this Credit Association reflect- 
ing unfavorably upon them. 

On May 12 , i960, the file^ofth^SanPrancisco Police 
Department were checked by but nothing 

identifiable with EDMUND GERALD BROWN < 
was found. 
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Calif ornia^ sdviaod that hchasknown governor BROWN for the 
past 14 years as District Attorney of San Pranoleoo County. 

Attorney General and Governor of the State of California, i 

(■■■■P stated that It is his personal opinion that Governor 
BROWN is in character* ability, judgment and integrity, 

and that he cannot keep a secret. 



As an e 



ilo of Governor BROWN'S lack of ability and judg* 
mant. cited shat he considered Governor BROWN'S ala* 

handling of th« roctly publlolud CARY1 CH B88MH MW * w.llt 
Ooramor BROVH gran tad 0H8S8MAN a raprlava. WSViMM 
in this connection that he Is strongly opposed to OovemogJBftOWN'8 
stan d In favor of aboli shing capital punishment as he, 

Is __ _ . 

to retain capital punishment. 

Concerning Governor BROWN' 8 lac k of charact er and Integrity 
and his inability to keep a secret. ^iMHHPstated that in 
December. 1949 he attended the National Chiefs of Police Convention 
wherein O. S. Attorney General MoGRAYH gave a talk and stated that 
In February. 1950 he. NcORATH, was having a meeting in Washington. 
D, C. with a few selected members of the national Chi efs of Police 
and sheriffs regarding organised crime. stated that 

S^rtSs IpSS r Swentto Attorney General NeORATHand aaked 
him why the DUtrlct Attorneys were not Included In this February. 
1950 msetlng inasmuch as the District Attorneys were the front line 
defense in organised crime. NcORATH advise^iii^hat the District 
Attorneys had no nati on al organisation. told . mmkTM 

that ho had boon working on anatl^alaaaoclaticn of ^District 
Attorneys for over ftjmts^PHHPtdvlscd that NcORATH then 
muested that he. five District Attorneys from 

throughout the united States to attend the meeting in February. 
1950 . 

advised that he attended this meeting with flP 
District Attorneys but that BROWN, th en District Attorney 
for San Francisco County, was not invited. stated 

that BROWN a ttended t his meeting even th ough he w as not Invited. 
According to at the meeting he, n e de a talk 

regarding the fonsation of the mliCBiLAUttiAtlott of District 

AttorMTB * nd ^ n ^ a fl °COTinty t mS. rvl^orj A»»o«l«il<m of C«Uft>n»la, 
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Attorneys . 



stated that the next day Mr. BROWN called 

presj^onferSce and announced that ^ e . ^ 1 ^ al ^™ C ^° U 

of District Attorneys was his idea and that he , B RO.fN, 

resented it at a meeting on the aay b ® f °**e . 



V u *uvw v , 

th at thi e was 100^ false and a delibe_> — ■ . 

o tfliilriji later when he saw Mr. BROUN in Oaiifornia and 
accvS^ROV^of this falsification, BROWN stated wel_, j 
didn't have a patent on it ', 




According 




aid 



fnneeminc: loyalty to the United States, 
that while te^ertSnly does not believe Governor BRC® is 
SsLjS, on oSe occasion at a District Attorneys Convention in 

Santa Barbara, California, date not J ^; d ®ea?lSsr Ml 

Los Angeles California 

liffPSp^tmenty^y ^fp^pSInte? Ms fUer at’ 
M??°bS anSSSWR BROV.U talked like a Comnunist and that 
h& was espousing the Conuiiunist Party line. 



ffS 

as set forth above, he did not feel that he could personally 
recommend that Governor BROWN be given access to °onl i den i 
data in which the United States Government has an interest. 
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The following investigation was conducted by SA' 
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Sacramento^ CallfornlaT advised that he has Known governor ^ . 

BROWN for over 20 years and regards him as a person of excellent 
character Ind associates. He Itated he has no reason to doubt 
Governor BROWN'S loyalty to the United States and would highly 
recommend him to a position of trust. / 

On May 11, I960, San Francisco furnished a 6-page 
mimeographed document mailed to him from the Northern California 
Headquarters of EDMUND G. (PAT) BROWN for ^orneyGeneral, 

San Francisco, California, on October 16, 1950, whicn was 
caDtioned "For Your Information and Use . This mimeographed 
document was designed to refute charges that BROWN was a leftist 
because (1) in February, 1945, he de; 

ings against HARRY BRIDGES as a "threat to Indu stria l peace 
and loined in the recommendation that they be dr °PP e £* ( 2 ' 
held membership In the San Francisco Chapter of the National 

?e^monlal N dInne™oS a ip^n n i? , “s^md* ( 4 ) "Sausehlsname 
was used in connection with a banquet given by a Salute to 
Young America". 

A photostat of the above document, together with the envelope 
in which it was received, is attached, marked Exhibit C . 

A characterization of the National Citizens Political 
•Action Committee is appended hereto. ; 

Governor EDMUND G. BROWN, in a telephone conversation with 

SAC RICHARD D. AUERBACH on May 9, 196°, jessed a 
furnish certain pertinent information to the Federal Bureau oi 
Investigation. Accordingly, an appointment was requested and 
Governor BROWN was contacted on the afternoon o^te v 13 , 12 — 
and furnished the following inf ormation to SA^^« 

He stated that while campaigning for election as Attorney 
General of cllifomikduring the fall of 1950, certain elements 
i^California attempted to "smear" his reputation by i^rri^ 
that he had "leftist" tendencies. These persons attempted to 
c ite three o r four incidents to support their contention. 
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plane trip which influenced his action. He couidnot recall 
attending any meeting, however, and decided to resign from 
the organization after reading one of the pamphlets. ^ He 
became aware that he "didn't like the people in it and that 
he had no sympathy for the "line" which the organization was 
beginning to take. He also recalled that several prominent 
persons , which he believed included Judge MURPHY, also 
resigned on the same day. 

Governor BROWN stated that the quotation from his letter 
in the statement referred to above clearly points out the • . . 
reason for his resignation, i.e., the differences between t 
Guild's national policy and his own personal convictions. 

He also stated that he was criticized for attending a 
dinner for HENRY A. WALLACE who during 1946, as Secretary of 
Commerce, visited San Francisco, and noted that pro^nent 
civic leaders in San Francisco, including both Republicans 
and Democrats, participated in the arrangements. 

The fourth charge, Governor BROWN stated, related to his 
alleged connection with a banquet in late 19^5 in San Francisco. 

He recalled a group of young people visiting him^ath^s office 
in this connection, and that there was some indication that he 
was desired as a speaker. He noted that he had always been 
interested in young people and their activities. However, he 
later received information from a Judge McMAHON, who had also 
been approached, that there was some question as to the sponsor- 
ship of ^ the banquet. In reviewing the statement, previous ly 
referred to, he stated that use of his name was without his _ 

authorization; that he did not appear at the v £ties 

he did not support the organization or engage in its activities . 

Governor BROWN also recalled another meeting Jn t£e Los 
Angeles area about June, 1946, at which he made vbrief 
atmearance This occurred during his campaign for Attorney 
General on* a ticket headed by BOB KENNEY, who was also there 
ninmr with a number of other speakers. The meeting was held 
at some large auditorium where prize fights were held because 
he recalled the ring in the auditorium, and the rally _was 
attended by perhaps as many as 5,000 people. He could not 
recall the organization which sponsored the meeting but believed 
that the theme of the meeting had something to do with opposition 

to the Ku Klux Klan. Governor BROWN said on this r °candidates 
spoke four or five minutes, and that several other candidat 

were present and spoke. He recognized the *™f P wi ne" f lavor 
arrival, as having what he described as a left wing 
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NATIONAL CITIZENS POLITICAL ACTION COMMITTEE 

The Fifth Report of the Un-American Activities Committee 
to the 1949 Regular California Legislature at page 351* cited 
the National Citizens Political Action Committee as typical 
0 ? the ooSpIeiely Communist created and controlled organizations 
in the political association and civic committee ^l e l^* This 
Report ' indicates it was also cited in the 191*8 Report of the 
same Committee at page 38 . At page 315 of the 19% Report of 
the above Committee, the following is set forth: 

"The Hollywood Unit of the Independent Citizens Committee 
of the Arts, Sciences and Professions. Cited as a Communist 
front which was successor to a number of Communist fronts, 
including Motion Picture Democratic Committee, and i 

Democratic Committee. When ICCASP 'joined hands' with National 
Citizens Political Action Committee to 'form the new political 
Communist front^Progressive Citizens of America, H1CCASP became 
the Hollywood Unit. (PCA later merged into the Independent 
Progress^LveParty, Just before the 19*8 presidential campaign, 
in the HENRY WALLACE third party, but the nucleus of HICC ASP 
regrouped late in 1948 as the A r ts, Sciences and Professions 

Council ' . ) " 

The 1955 Report of the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities, page 46, stated, "The Independent Progressive Party 
in California was quickly captured by the Communists, and by 
the time the Wallace for President campaign had swung J^to high 
gear was being operated lock, stock and barrel by the Communis 
Party of California. Time after time the committee in question- 
ing witnesses throughout the State discovered that the leaders 
of the Communist Parties in various localities were identical 
with the leaders of the Independent Progressive Party in the 
same area It is true, of course, that in the Independent 
Progressive Party there were many sincere liberals who, because 
of dissatisfaction with the two major political organizations 
registered as Independent Progressives and continued their 
affiliation until the true control of the I.P.P. became obvious. 
These people invariably resigned, many of them having given t 
benefit of their experience to various official agencies 
interested in the exposure of subversive activities . 
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NATIONAL LAWYERS 1 GUILD 
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The Soecial Committee on Un-American Activities 
in House Report No. 1311 on the CIO Po Utl 

dated March 29, 1944, page 149, cited une National xAv.je. s u 
as a communist front. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities in House Report 
No "3123 on the National Lawyers' Guild dated September 21, 195 
(ori ginally released September 17, 1950) cited the National 
Lawyers* Guild as a communist front which « is the foremost lega! 
bulwark of the Communist Party, its f^J ^SJ^ has never failed 
controlled unions" and which since: L ^ m ^n??t ?arty and individual 
to rally to the legal defense of the Communi ot Par y 
members thereof, including known espionage agents . 

The Internal Security Subcommittee of the Senate t 

Judiciary Committee, in its Handbook for Americans Senate Do cumen 
Kc. 117, dated. April 23, 1956, Page 91, stated that To aeie 
the cases of communist lawbreakers, fronts have been jevisea making 

^^>55 T 

protection" . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 




OF JUSTICE 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



San Francisco, California 
May 16, i 960 



EDMUND GERALD BROWN 
ATOMIC ENERGY ACT-APPLICANT 



All Confidential Informants ref erred to in the \~n/ 

report of Special Agent D ^ 

I960, at San Francisco, California, have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 



This is furnished for your information and 
should not be disseminated to unauthorized persons or agencies. 



\ 



January 10, 1946 



Ur. Edmund G. Broun 
46 O Magellan Avenue 
San Francisco, California 

Dear Mr. Brown: 

In a newspaper dispatch datelined New York, January 8, 1946, Ur. 

J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
publicly stated that the American Youth for Democracy is the suc- 
cessor of the Young Communist League. 

The same United States Government Official, who above all others 
should be in a position to speak with authority, stigmatizes Amer- 
ican Communism as holding "....a godless, truthless philosophy of 
life. They are against the America our forefathers fought and 
died for; they are against the established freedoms of America 
....There is a distinction between respecting our ally Russia and 
respecting those within our country who would destroy all that we 
believe in." 

We note that you were listed as a Sponsor for the Banquet honor- 
ing the American Youth for Democracy held on Saturday, November 10, 
1945, at the St. Francis Hotel. 

As Veterans who fought to prevent these United States from becom- 
ing "a godless, totalitarian state" we cannot believe that you, 
as an American citizen, knowingly gave your consent to be used in 
support of the American Youth for Democracy. 

Our membership comprising over seventy per cent of the Student 
Body of this University would like a written expression of your 
stand on the American Youth for Democracy. 



Sincerely yours, 



Omicron Epsilon 
per 



Americanization Committee 



niiNU si> li.tmowN 



U 



*1 » OIINKV 



OKKICK OF 



DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

CITY & COUNTY OK SAN FRANCISCO 
550 MONTGOM EKY STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO II. CALIFORNIA 

February 1 , 



V»7 C. 



Americanization 
Committee 
Omicron Epsilon 
University of 3an Francisco 
San Francisco 7 , California 



V 70 



Dear 



Thank you for your letter 

all times to become a sponsor of d ^ that the y 0 ung 

until I first investigated^ icsoa^.^r-.d. ^ participated in 

Communist League or some si,iil-r or,-,.- ^ * i, therefore, 

the formation of the to become a sponsor for the 

called the young lady who as^d me to^b ^ there V ;as any trutn 

in' 1 the * assert ion° that the 'American Youth for Democracy v:as com- 
munistic in either origin or indent. 

, n,e)- it «.a<s not in any manner, shape, or form 

She. advised me that it -as n Y oun* Communist League 

communistic although some members of V™ Y o v;ere affiliated _ 
had at one time belonged. m | dviso d by her that the organi- 

with many church groups. I v/a; S to \ art icioate in government and that 

it^ought^acial^ in tolerance and religious bigotry. 

organisations d s^h S as e this. a ^^.^"^erelv helng^rainsf so* 

things you won must never cease. 

truly yours, 





G. BROViK 
Distri/ct Attorney 
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Exhibit B 








Northern Califor nia Headquarters 

EDMUND 0 . 1PAT1 BROWN 

FOR 

ATTORNEY GENERAL 
607 Market Street 
San Fran< i‘.co 5, Calif. 



FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND USE 

nominee for Attorney ueneral, as a "leftist. 

The document categorically destroys each of ^^5®' ,Stetion°ca8? (2) mem- 
following subjects; U) Uttjr - *« the 

£ SrmSS^ vsttSMsr- - - 

this attempt to impugn his loyalty and integrity. 

Following the original circulation of the inTs 

tributed^ty S "Alert"^a 1 "confidential"^newsletter U who^e Ss^les publisher i^a 
campaign associate of Mr. Shattuck, and appears i at public ^^^^turn* address, 
nandbill is being mailed to thousands of persons in envelopes bearing no re 

MR. SHATTUCK H THSELF IS EMBRACING THIS DEFA M ATORY MATERIAL AND GIVING UTTERAN CE 
TO IT IN HIS CAMPAIGN TALKS . 

„s.-vr -or. S.-SS *;=“• ”** “* 

sss.-yss's kk s&s 

by so doing he could advance his own political fortunes. 

Although we have no desire to play into the J^that^oIT as^leade^of "public opin- 
in g further privileged to use this statement, and the accom- 

^"ooulS^E^lfMr. Brown's victimization, in any manner that you deem 

appropriate. Sincerely, 



HENRY G. BODKIN, SR., Los Angeles 

HONORABLE HUGH BURNS, Fresno 

(Chairman, State Senate Committee 
on Un-American Activities) 

GEORGE CREEL, San Francisco 

FREDERICK DOCKVJEILER, Los Angeles 

EMMETT DOHERTY, Los Angeles 

HONORABLE CHESTER GANNON, Sacramento 

LEON HAP r ELL, Stockton 

(Past Commander, Department of 
California, American Legion) 



HUGH McKEVITT, San Francisco 

SIG NYLANDER, San Francisco 

LLOYD F. OLESON, Ventura _ 

(Past National Commander. Disabled 
American Veterans) 

HONORABLE JOHN VI. PRESTON, Los Angeles 
(Former Associate Justice, California 
State Supreme Court) 

HONORABLE PETER J. SHIELDS, Sacramento 
(Dean of the Sacramento County 
Superior Court bench, retired.) 



September 29, 1950 



CHARGE #1 

....that District Attorney Edmund G. (Pat) Brown, Democratic nominee for 
Attorney General, is a "leftist" because, in FEBRUARY, 19U5 he described deporta- 
tion proceedings against Harry Bridges as a "threat to industrial peace " and 
joined in a recommendation that they be dropped. 

THE TRUTH 

IT IS APPARENT FR0I1 THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT OF FACT THAT DISTRICT 
ATTORNEY BROWN'S FEBRUARY, 19U5, STATEMENT WAS ISSUED IN CONCERT 
WITH STATEMENTS MADE BY OTHER CIVIC, STATE AND NATIONAL LEADERS, 

FOR THE PURPOSE OF PREVENTING WATERFRONT STRIFE AT A TIME WHEN 
THE NATION WAS ENGAGED IN A DEATH STRUGGLE WITH THE AXIS POWERS. 

THE ATTEMPT, FIVE YEARS LATER, TO ISOLATE THE BROWN LETTER AND 
MAKE IT APPEAR THAT HE IS A "LEFTIST" FOR HAVING WRITTEN IT, IS 
A PALPABLY CRUDE POLITICAL SMEAR. 

The political philosophy of Harry Bridges had nothing to do with Hr. Brown's 
action, and the chronology of events leading up to it makes this fact absolutely 
clear. 

In FEBRUARY, 19U5, our nation was at war. As leader of the Longshoremen's 
Union, Harry Bridges virtually controlled the operation of West Coast ports through 
which American men and material had to pass enroute to the theatres of war. 

Early in 19lh Bridges' union wrote a voluntary "no-strike" clause into its 
contract. This action, in support of the war effort, lead the California State 
Assembly, on JUNE 13, 19UU , to pass a resolution publicly praising the union for 
its pledge. The resolution was voted $8 to 1 and later made unanimous. 

On JUNE 26, 19UU - 13 days after the Assembly resolution was passed — the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals denied Bridges a writ of habeas corpus in 
his fight against deportation. 

This led immediately to openly expressed public apprehension that Bridges' 
workers would tie up the waterfront in sympathy with him. 
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On AUGUST lU, 191^ Hear Admiral Carlton H. Wright, Commandant of the Twelfth 

Naval District, wrote an official letter to Bridges in which he stated: 

"As Commandant of the Twelfth Naval District I wish 
to take this occasion to express the appreciation ol 
the Navy here of the work of the stevedore and longshore 
trades in the transporting of troops and supplies to the 

war area It is gratifying to receive your assurances 

that the work in connection with supporting the war 
effort will go on." 

Government officials, prominent citizens. Legislative leaders and the Press 
joined in expressing themselves publicly in favor of dropping deportation proceed- 
ings against the longshore leader. 

Here are some of the actions taken and statements made: 

On FEBRUARY 2, 1 9U$ , Royce Brier, Editorial Director of the San Francisco 

Chronicle, a Republican newspaper, wrote in his column: 

"Attorney General Biddle is going to deport Bridges 
simply because he, Biddle, thinks it is a good idea.... 

Biddle says he has a law for this and undoubtedly he 
has. So much more the reason for repealing it." 

On FEBRUARY $, 1 9hS , the San Francisco Board of Supervisors voted a 

resolution addressed to President Roosevelt and Attorney General Biddle, urging that 

deportation proceedings against Bridges be abandoned because "incalculable harm" 

to home front unity would result. 

On the same date, FEBRUARY 5, 19US , District Attorney Brown wrote the letter 
describing the bridges deportation proceedings as a "threat to industrial peace" 
and said he hoped Bridges would be permitted the "opportunity" to seek citizenship. 

At about this time, members of the West Coast Congressional delegation, 
including United States Senator Downey, appealed to the President to intervene in 

Bridges 1 behalf. 

On FEBRUARY 2U, 19hS , R. R. McFall, California Department Commander of the 

Veterans of Foreign Ware, wrote President Roosevelt that: 

"In the interests of harmony, and in order that we may 
continue to present a united front in this critical 
period of our war, I ask for a careful consideration of 
all the facts in this case." 

- 2 - 




On FEBRUARY 28, 19U5, Governor Mon C. Wallgren of the State of Washington, 



wrote the President that: 

"From impartial observation it appears to me that the 
residents of the Pacific Coast and the State of Washington 
favor the dismissal of the deportation proceedings against 
Harry Bridges." 

At the same tine 23 members of the Washington State Senate, and 51 members of 
the Washington State House of Representatives joined in a similar appeal to the 
President. 

On MARCH 31, 19U5 , Republican Assemblyman Thomas A. Maloney of San Francisco, 
Speaker Pro Tem of the California Legislature, wrote to President Roosevelt that: 

"It would be an economic mistake to deport Mr. Bridges. 

On JUNE 18, 191:5 , the United States Supreme Court ruled that the deportation 

order against Bridges was invalid. 

* -:<■ # 

CHARGE #2 

. . . .That Pat Brown is a "leftist" because he held membership in the San 
Francisco Chapter of the National Lawyers' Guild. 

THE TRUTH 

Fat Brown was a member of the San Francisco Chapter of the National Lawyers' 
Guild. The Honorable Edward P. Murphy, Judge of the San Francisco Superior Court., 
was president of the chapter when Brown served as a vice president in 19U5- Serving 
as vice-president with him was Walter Gordon, now chairman of the California State 
Adult Authority (an appointee of Governor Warren). Many other prominent California 
attorneys likewise held memberships in its State chapters, including such leaders 
of the legal fraternity as Philip H. Angell, of San Francisco, former President of 
the State Bar of California. 

The Guild’s national roster included the names of such men as United States 
Supreme Court Justice Jackson; Federal Judge Ferdinand Pecora, of New York; the 
Honorable William H. Hasty, United States Court of Appeals, District of Columbia; 



c*> 

the Honorable James H. Wolfe, Utah Supreme Court; and the Honorable John P. Devaney, 
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of ilinnesota. 

It is interesting to note that State Senator Jack Tenney, former Chairaian of 
the California Legislature's Un-American Activities C o mmittee, was a charter memb er 
of the Los Angeles chapter of the National Lawyers 1 Guild. He sought law busines s 
for his firm, Tenney & Halva, by advertising in the Natio nal Lawye rs' Guil d 
Quarterly magazine . 

Pat Brown resigned from the Guild when it became clear that the Guild's 
national policies conflicted with his own views. Other resignations followed. In 
his letter of resignation, District Attorney Brown stated his disagreement with 



Guild policy in these words: 

"It is my belief that the greatest problem facing us today 
is the prevention of another war. I believe the Marshall 
Plan will do more than anything else in the world to solve 
this problem. In view of the Guild's national policy and 
my own convictions, I have taken the above action" 
(resignation). 
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CHARGE #3 



That Pat Brown is a "leftist because his name was used as a member of a 

committee on a letterhead of the National Citizens' Political Action Committee, 
Northern California Division, in conjunction with a testimonial dinner for Henry 
A. Wallace, given at the Palace Hotel, San Francisco., on APRIL 22 19ii6. 



THE TRUTH 

On APRIL 22 , 19-';6 , Henry A. Wallace, former Vice-President of the United 
States, was United States Secretary of Commerce, and in that capacity, he visited 
San Francisco. 

The committee in charge of the banquet represented a cross-section of the 
leaders of the San Francisco community. The Honorable Roger D. Lapham, Mayor of 
San Francisco, and a Republican leader, gave the welcoming address. Mrs. Henry 
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?. Grady, wife of the former American Ambassador to Greece, was chairman of the 
Arrangements Committee . 

CHARGE #U 

That Pat Brown is a ‘'leftist" because his name was used in connection 

with a banquet given by a "Salute to Young America Committee", a Communist-front 
organization. 

THE TRUTH 

This accusation is based solely upon a report published in the "People's World" 
under date of November 7, 19U5, announcing a "Salute to Young America" banquet, and 
listing District Attorney Brown as a member of the banquet committee. 

The use of District Attorney Brown's name was entirely without his knowledge 
or authorization. Mr. Brown never appeared at the banquet which he allegedly 
-.ponsored. He has never been a supporter of the organization. He has never in 
any way participated in its activities. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Reporting Office 

LOS ANGELES 


Office ol Origin 

BUREAU 


Date 

5/16/60 


Investigative Period 

5/12-16/60 




TITLE OF CASE 
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EDMOND GERALD BROWN, 
aka. "Pat" Brown 

CdL-fnsry 


CHARACTER OF CASE 

AEAA 
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REFERENCE : San Francisco airtel to Los Angeles dated 5/9/60. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 

Files of the Los Angeles Office failed to reflect 
pertinent information regarding the applicant in addition to 
that included in the details of this report. 
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STATES DEPARTMENT OF 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 






CE 



Copy to: 



Report of: 

Date: 

Field office File No.: j^g Angeles 116-67059 

Ti,lei EDMUND GERALD BROWN 
CA- 15757 




Office: Los Angeles, California 

Bureau File No.: 116—442786 " 



Character: 



AEAA 



^^^HS^^^^^S^S^th^^Jp^cS^^^RyaTEy^^nar ac i?L 

reDutation and stated that to his knowledge, the applicant 
was never knowingly associated with individuals or organizations 
of questionable reputation or loyalty. Applicant reportedly 
spoke at a meeting sponsored by the Mobilization for Democracy 
in Los Angeles in June, 1946. 



DETAILS: 



MISCELLANEOUS 



_0n May 16, 196 

California, advised that h^^a^mowr^th^^pplicant for 
approximately the past 25 years. He stated that he 
assoc iat ed professionally with the applicant between^^B 
during which period the applicant_was_ 



was serving 



ie related that BROWN j 



^ H ^^oontinued that his contact with the 
applicant over the years has been on a limited social basis 
as well as a professional one and even though they have had 
their political differences in being associated with 
different political parties, he has always regarded the 
applicant as a man of the highest integrity whose morals. 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency, it and 

its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 




LA 116-67059 

personal hab its, reputat ion and loyalty are above reproach. 

In addition, fl|^HH^stated that he has never known the 
applicant to know^ig^^e associated with persons or 
organizations of questionable reputation and loyalty. 

By report dated June 20, 19^6* U. S. Army Intelligence 
advised that the Mobilization for Democracy on June 14, 1946 
sponsored a "Stop the Klan" meeting at Olympic Auditorium, 

Los Angeles, California. According to this report, EDMUND BROWN, 
District Attorney of the City and County of San Francisco, 
was introduced at this meeting and spoke briefly. This report 
indicated that BROWN complimented Los Angeles on "its great 
meeting tonight" and said he was "going to try to have the 
same kind of meeting in San Francisco." 

The Third Report on Un-American Activities 
in California, 19^7 > on page 369 describes the 
Mobilization for Democracy as one of "the key 
Communist fronts in California." 
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Hi C M_ M&OfcM'T ' 

SUWPfeiod 



Office of Origin 

BUREAU 



TITLE OF CASE 

EDMUND GERALD BROWN - CA 
aka Pat Brown 
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CHARACTER OF CASE 
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Bureau radiogram and airtel 5/6/60. 
Bureau airtel 5/11/60. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE DATA 
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HCUA records were not checked duringtne'^'ourse 
of this investigation because of their unavailability at this 

tlme - ■rv^swsa^r^z^^— 

'm. -llLbWr 



INFORMANT IDENTIFICATION \)7> 






The identities of the SAs who observed DREW PEARSON 
and Governor BROWN enter the Soviet Embassy are located i,4i WFO 
file 100-16597 Sub B.^^) / 




Approved 



Special Agent 
In Charge 
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4-Bureau (116-442786) 

1 -Washington Field (116-132564) 
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WFO 116-132564 

t . — ^ — 

Careful con si derat ±6&r\n&9\ been given to the source 
concealed, and a T symbol^i^^fff^ed in the report only in 
that instance where the identity of the source must be con- 
cealed. 



LEAD 

WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE 

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Will report results of check at CIA. 




UNIThfo STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Copy to: 



Report of: FRANK J. HUDSON 

Dote: 5/18/60 

Field Office File No.: 116—132564 



Office: Washington, D. C 



Bureau File No.: 116-442786 



Title: EDMUND GERALD BROWN - 

CA- 15757 



Character: AEA 




m 

DECLASS 



n Ateieic 







Synopsis: 



No record CSC. Passport information set forth. WF T-l 
advised Governor BROWN and columnist DREW PEARSON had l // t , \ 
luncheon appointment with Soviet Ambassador 1/26/60. 
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DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D. C. 
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The records of the Investigations Division, Civil 
Service C ommission, as c aused to be checked on May 16, 1960, 
by IC did not reflect any information 

concerning Governor BROWN. 

The files o f the Passport Office, Department of 
State, reviewed by SE WHBBI on May 16, 1960, disclose 
that EDMUND GERALD BROWN was issued San Francisco Series 
passport #30196 on October 11, 1954, for a five-week trip 
to Mexico, Guatemala, Uruguay, Brazil and Venezuela to attend 
the Pan American Congress of Public Law Administration. Attached 
is a photostat of his birth certificate which lists his birth 
date as April 21, 1905, at San Francisco, California. He listed 
his permanent residence as 460 Magellam Avenue, San Francisco, 
California. He listed his father as EDMUND JOSEPH BROWN who 
was born at San Francisco, California, on October 22, 1870, 
deceased. He listed his mother as IDA SHUCKMAN who was born 
at Venado, California, on January 11, 1879, residing at above 
permanent residence. He states he was married on October 30, 
1931, to BERNICE LAYNE who was born at San Francisco, California, 
on November 19, 1908. 
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WFO 116-132564 





The file contained no additional pertinent 
information. 



WF T-l learned on January 26, I960, that DREW 
PEARSON, newspaper columnist, had a luncheon appointment 
with the Soviet Ambassador, MIKHAIL A. MENSHIKOV, on that 
date. According to informant, PEARSON advised that Governor 
BROWN of California was in Washington, D. C., and PEARSON 
wondered if the Ambassador would like to change the luncheon 
appointment and have luncheon with PEARSON and the Governor. 
Informant learned that MENSHIKOV invited PEARSON and Governor 
BROWN to have lunch with him at the Embassy of the Union of 
the Soviet Socialist Republics at 1:00 p.m. on January 26, 
i960 . ) 

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 



gation observed DREW PEARSON and Governor EDMUND G. BROWN 
enter the Soviet Embassy shortly before 1:00 p.m. on , 

January 26, 1960. They observed Governor BROWN'Teave the 
Embassy about an hour later and observed PEARSON leaving f[i\ 

the Embassy almost half an hour after Governor BROWN departed aj£) 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No. 116-132564 



UNKjID STATES DEPARTMENT OF JciTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




Washington 25, 
May 18, 1960 



D.C. 



I EDMUND GERALD BROWN 

h'2- AEA - A 

b7<^ _ 

M^nentioned in the report of Special 
Agent dated and captioned as above, 
has furnish ec^reTTabie information in the past. 

This is furnished for your information and 
should not be disseminated to unauthorized persons or 
agencies. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 






In Reply* Please Refer to 

FOeNo. 116-132564 




e&su & 



Washington 25, D. C. 

Jff \£Mi! 

May 18, 1960 



\oZ- 

b7^- 
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EDMUND GERALD BROWN 
AEA - A 




gentioned in the report of Special 

Agent dated and captioned as above, 

has furnished reliable information in the past. 
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Transmit the following in 



AIRTEL 



Date: 5/26/60 



(Type in plain text'&r code ) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



FROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, WFO (116-132564) 



EDMUND GERALD BROWN - CA 

aka 

AEA-A 

Rerep of SA 



dated 5/18/60 






A representative of CIA advised SA 
that the files of that agency contain no derogatory 
information concerning BROWN. This information was furnished 
5/26/60. 
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stated thorn had boon difforonooo In political hollofoi 
hooovor, ho folt that Gowernor Brown waa entirely loyal 
And compmtmnt to handle Atomic Kaergy iafonitiMi* 
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May 25, 1960 
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Mr. Toison 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Batsons 
Mi&dnont fe^L 

Mr. t^allahan 

Mr. DeLoach* — 

Mpy^alone 

u McGuire 

E sen y 
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Mr. Trotter 
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Mr. W. C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 
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EDMUND GERALD BROWN, aka 
'PAT "BROWN 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT 

Pursuant to the reques^o^h^Int^^^g^^ 

Division, I talked with the Office of 

fit •••-•■'Galtf. ) Previo us attempts had been made to get 

to touch with (■^■■■Pbut in view of travel status he was 
not available. 

) advised 5-23-60 tha t he had known G overnor Breton / 

since 1945 when he, ?? >W ?S? p £ e 

State Attorney General. He stated there had been differences in political beliefs, 
however, felt that Governor Brown was entirely loyal and competent to^handl^ 

Atomic Energy information. ^ VU ** I 

' ~ has 

been contacted on three differen t occasions, the last contact being *>-23-60, relative 
^deterrSning if ^B^^desired to make any comments regarding Governor 
Brown. There has been no reply from^HIHIHv^ da J e ’ caMjquently, 1 
anticipated he does not desire to make any comments for the report. 

ACTION: 



It is suggested this memorandum be forwarded to the Investigative 
Division for appropriate consideration. 
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1 - Mr. Rosen 

CDD:sak 
(3) ^ 
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RESPECTFULLY, 
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C. D. DE LOACH 
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NOTE: 



Above interview with conducted by SA 

■ . ^ Liaison Section. In acoordance with app roved 

procedure for handling interviews in this case. was 
informed of reason for invdstigation; namely, that it" has been 
requested by Atomic Energy Commission in order to provide basis 
for clearance detemination in view of Brown 1 s need for access 
to classified Atomic Energy data as Chairman of, Board of Reqents. 
University of California, c 3^3 IU ” I r K y ge l!. xs » 
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W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingram 
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to Special Inquiry section. 
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Personal 

Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
Assistant Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. DeLoach: 

pfith reference to your inquiry about Governor 
Edmund G. 'Brown, who is subject to security clearance y 

because of his membership on the Board of lie gents of the ~ 
University of California: 

I have no hesitancy at all in giving my 
unaualified approval to such a clearance. 



Sincerely yours. 
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Mr. Rosen 

( %?3 

All INFORMATION comtaimed • 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED EXCEPT 
if) WHER E SHOWN OTHERW ISE,^ ~ 

EDMUND GERALD'' BROWN, aka 
Pat^Brown, CA 15757 

ATOMIC ENERGY ACT - APPLICANT \jrj^ 

(GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA) 

Investigation requested by John A. McCone, Chairman, Atomi^V^^ 
Energy Commission (AEC) ordered 5/6/60, completed 5/26/60. ' " 

* Interviews were conducted with persons associated with Brown ■ tv 
in civic, social, legal, official and political fields, but no 
neighborhood investigation was conducted. All persons interviewefr^^-A J - 
advised investigation being conducted at specific request of AEC. 

: Attached investigative reports reflect Brown , when District Attorney, 

San Francisco, in 1945, opposed deportation o f Harry Bridges, notorious 
west coast labor leader ; ^EfowBTT o r mer mem ber and^i ce^pre^dent 
San Francisco chapter N&tl35i5XliiTO , cited as communist, 

front; in 1945 Brown reportedly .sponsored a dinner honoring the American 
Youths I^mocr&cy^~CAYD^ designated,^ Attorney .Gener al under EO 
10450. ^rown_and Dr ew Pea rson, newspaper, columnist, yisl ted^Q^l) 

~ ssy 1726/60 , to ' hfie~ l unch with 'Sovi et Ambassador Menshikov, 
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Numerous prominent Democrats and Republicans interviewed, 
including U. S. Senator Thomas H. Kuchel (R), Congressman John F. 
Shelly <D>, former U. S. Senator William F. Knowland (R), former 
Governor Goodwin J. Knight (R), all of California, as well as Chief 
Justice Warren, U. S. Supre me Court. All furnished favorable comments 

concerning Brown exc ept i 

Brown characterized by Those who furnished favor- 
able information as loyal American whose private life and integrity 
unquestioned. However, some persons close to Brown state he is 
impulsive and ambiguous in both speech and actions and as a result 
gets in "hot water" on occasions. 

^mHHHBP^^believes Brown is lacking in character, 
ability, judgme^^xntegrity and cannot keep a secret. 
criticized Brown's handling of recently publicized Caryl Chessman case 



and also accused Brown of stealings 

National Association of District Attorneys. 
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Memorandum to Mr . Rosen 
Re: EDMUND GERALD BROWN 



Brown, who was advised investigation was being conducted 
1 1 at the request of AEC was interviewed at his request. Brown stated 
1 1 he was aware of allegations of leftist tendencies against him. Said 

I * his opposition to deportation of Harry Bridges dictated by military 

II and civic expediency since he feared deportation of Bridges would 
'• result in tie-up of California waterfront. Claimed his membership 

H in NIX5 prompted by legal associates but that he left NLG after 

becoming aware of the nature of the organization. Brown concluded 
by stating that one of the greatest problems this country faces 
today is the danger of Russian communism and that the FBI and he, 
as Governor of California, have a common purpose in meeting and 
facing this danger. 



RECOMMENDATION 
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It is recommended that the i*HMH investigative reports 
be delivered to AEC by a representative of the Liaison Section. 
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CONE, Atomic 


Mr. 


mcGd i re 


telephoned 


Mr. 


Rosen 



Tamm 

Trotter 

Jones 

W.C. Sul 1 i van 



through the White House operator 
for the Director. He was advised of 
the Director's absence and asked if 
anyone else could be of service to 
him. He declined to speak to anyone 
else and asked that the Director 
return his call through the White 
House operator. He did not indicate 
what he wishes to discuss with the Director, but" said 
that it was ’’quite important.'' 



vr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

T ele. Room _ 
Mr. Ingram. 
Miss Holmes 
m i ss Gandy _ 



He was told that the < irector would be advised upon 
his return to the office. 



h r. Mohr knows of no reason for Mr. McCone's call. 
Mr. Parsons is checking and if he finds any reason 
for the call, the Director will be immediately advised. 
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ADDENDUM: 12; 38PM msr 



Mr. Parsons has advised that Mr. McCone may be 
calling in regard to their request for a Bureau 
representative on the team surveying French Atomic 
Snergy Security measures. This request was turned 

:iowr. last week. Cooies of memoranda regarding this 

m atter are being obtained and will be furnished the 

Director, x - 
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Transmit the following in 



( Type in plain text or code) 



Via 



AIRTEL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 






TO: p DIRECTOR, FBI (116-442768) 

- , : S AC , WFO ( 1 16 -13 2 56 4 ) (RUC ) 

i EDMUND GERALD -6k OWN, 

*aka Pat Brown — CA — 15757 
ASA - A 





Re WFO report dated 5/13/60 captioned as above by 

V7C 

Rerep stated that HCUA records were unavailable foi 
review at that time# 






HCU A rec ords are being reviewed and on 8/23/62, IC 

revie wed the records of the HCUA and 
determined that there are numerous references to the applicant 
while the applicant was an official of the ^tate of California 
however, these references are not deemed suf fic^ently^ derogato 
or pertinent to report. UACB, WFU n6t repoTaj^_info rroa 1 1 on 
contained in HCUA filers. 
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Sent 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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